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*** BBMRA Meetings *** 
 
July 18, 2017: 7:30 p.m. “Third Tuesday” 
BBMRA Meeting: Election of 
Officers/Coordinators. Show wrap-up and 
critique, including “Candid Camera.” 
 “Old’ Tallahassee Antique Car Museum, 
3550 Mahan Drive. 
 
 
August 15, 2017: 7:30 p.m. “Third 
Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting – Program to 
be announced. ”Old” Antique Car Museum, 
3550 Mahan Drive. 
 
  
 

 
2017 BBMRA Show, 8th Highest Attendance in 
26 Years, Happy Vendors; Next Yearôs Date, 
6/23/2018  
 
From BBMRA President Andy Zimmerman 
 
We had between 520 paid visitors (That is how the math 
worked out.) and 530 (The number of arm bands passed out.)  
which places this year’s show ahead of last year and makes it 
the 8th highest ranking show in attendance in 26 years. 
 
I spoke to all of the vendors and there wasn’t a disappointed 
vendor in the crowd. Everyone felt they had done well and 
some returning vendors told me that by noon they had already 
surpassed last year’s show.  
 
(Porky Bacon of Port Orange told Sam Miller and Doug 
Gyuricsko that he and his wife sold twice as many t-shirts, sweat shirts , caps and related items as during the 
2016 show. Sam, one of our club members with vendor tables, sold $2,000 in trains, maybe his best BBMRA 
show ever. Fellow club member Drew Hackmeyer sold out his table to another vendor, newly-joined club 
member  Ken Wilson of Alachua near Gainesville.) 
 
Continued on Page Two 
 
 

 
 
Doug Gyuricskoôs vintage aircraft carrier was a shinning new jewel on the O Gauge T Trak layout. 



 

 

 

 

Also in this issue of the Lantern: 

2017/18 Officers to be Elected at July 18 Meeting 
 
BBMRA Dues - Time to Pay Up 
 
Attendance 8th Highest in 26 Years 
 
From  Page One. 
 
All and all we had a good show. Set up and take down went very well. I even got home at a decent hour. There 
was a good variety of vendors and layouts and lots to see and purchase. I had two new vendors who do shows 
throughout several states  tell me at the end of it all that we know how to run a show and we could teach a 
thing or two to the other shows throughout the states. They let me know right then that they would be back next 
year if we would have them.  
 
Show goers were genuinely pleased and the came to buy. Many were seen making more than one trip to drop 
off their goods in their respective vehicles.  
 
I was pleasantly surprised to see how full the parking lot was. At one point one would think they were at the 
Gun show or other significant, larger draw events. 
 
Thank you to our show committee - Sam Miller, Carlton Ingram, Doug Gyuricsko, Phil Weston and David 
Brazell – and the club officers for all of their hard work and dedication; talking to vendors, arranging Buildings 2 
and 4 and arranging TV spots, writing newspapers articles and getting information on our show on calendars, 
Internet sites and club newsletter event lists throughout the country. Thank you to Drew Hackmeyer for 
ensuring the bank was taken care of properly and thank you to all who volunteered (Especially our utility 
player, Kelly Ruggles.) in the booth and assisted with the vendors set up and take down. 
 

27th Annual Show & Sale is June 23, 2018 
 
BBMRA has an ongoing contract with the Leon County Fairgrounds Association and under that the date for 
next year’s show has been established as Saturday, June 23, 2018. Set-ups will take place throughout  Friday, 
June 22, 2018. The club will once again be using Buildings 2 and 4 at the Fairgrounds.  
 

 
2017/18 Officers to be Elected July 18 
 
A slate of officers – with everyone currently serving taking on another 12-month term – was formally 
announced and adopted by the BBMR during the June 20 meeting, complying with the 30 days notice required 
in our by-laws. Anyone else can run during the actual election. 
 
Here is the official slate for 2017-18: 
 
201718: BBMRA Officers 
 
President:  Andy Zimmerman. 
Vice President: Paul Schnieder.  
Secretary: Ed Schroeder. 



 

 

Treasurer: Drew Hackmeyer. 
HO Coordinator: Art Wilson. 
Small Scale Coordinator: Garth Easton. 
Large Scale Coordinator: Sam Miller. 
 
(President, vice president, secretary and treasurer are elected by the club at large. Division coordinators are 
nominated and elected by each division’s members.) 
 
 

 
 
BBMRA Dues - Time to Pay Up 
 
Annual dues of the Big Bend Model Railroad Association are due now and will be delinquent after August 31. 
Dues remain at $20, which is pretty darn attractive. Members can renew during the July and August meetings 
or by mail through: 
 
Drew Hackmeyer, Treasurer 
3201 Hawks Landing 
Tallahassee, FL 32309 
 
Several new members were recruited during the June 24 show by Lisa Blair. 
 
 
 

     
 

BBMRA Important Events in 2017!!   
 
Help make this calendar complete ï email items to 
smiller@flains.org 
 
BBMRA Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of each month, 7:30 
p.m., Old Antique Car Museum, 3550 Mahan Drive.   
 
Lionel Interest Group Operating Sessions: Sundays, 
1:30 p.m., Sam Millerôs house in Woodgate. Call 459-
3012 for more information.   
 
July 18, 2017: 7:30 p.m. ñThird Tuesdayò BBMRA Meeting.   
ñOldô Tallahassee Antique Car Museum, 3550 Mahan Drive. 
 
July 30-August 6, 2017: NMRA International Convention, Orlando; The Rosen Plaza Hotel, 
International Drive, Orlando, NMRA National/International convention. 
 
August 15, 2017: 7:30 p.m. ñThird Tuesdayò BBMRA Meeting.   
ñOldô Tallahassee Antique Car Museum, 3550 Mahan Drive. 
 
August 19-20, 2017: The Villages Summer Train Show, 9a to 4p on Saturday, 10a to 3p on Sunday. 
The Villages near Leesburg.  
 
September 16-17, 2017:  Wiregrass Annual Model Railroad Show & Sale, National Peanut Festival  
and Fairgrounds, Dothan, AL.  
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September 19, 2017: 7:30 p.m. ñThird Tuesdayò BBMRA Meeting.   
ñOldô Tallahassee Antique Car Museum, 3550 Mahan Drive. 
 
October 17, 2017: 7:30 p.m. ñThird Tuesdayò BBMRA Meeting.   
ñOldô Tallahassee Antique Car Museum, 3550 Mahan Drive. 
 
October 20127: Old Fashioned Tailgate Swap Meet, Milton, West Florida Railroad Museum,  
5003 Henry Street, Milton, FL. Exact date to be announced. 
 
October 2017: Celebrate the Halloween Season at Veterans Memorial Railroad in Bristol. Many of the 
special Halloween trains will be powered by VMRRôs two-foot gauge Crown Live Steam Locomotive. 
Dates to be announced 
 
November 21, 2017: 7:30 p.m. ñThird Tuesdayò BBMRA Meeting.   
ñOldô Tallahassee Antique Car Museum, 3550 Mahan Drive. 
 
December 15, 21, 2017: 6:30 p.m. BBMRA Holiday Reception, Sam Miller & Linda Medlin, Woodgate.  
 
December 2017: Winter Tampa Model Show, Saturday & Sunday, Florida State Fairgrounds, Tampa, 
FL. Dates to be announced. 
 
December 2-3, 2017: 2017 Winter MRC Train Show, Pensacola, Hadji Shrine Temple,  
800 North Nine Mile Road, Pensacola, FL 32534-1858, 9 to 5, Saturday, 10 to 4 Sunday, Central. 
Admission $6 for adults.  
 
December 2017: Celebrate the Winter Holiday Season with the Polar Bear Express at Veterans 
Memorial Railroad in Bristol. Dates to be announced. 
 

 
 

Big Bend Model Railroad Association 
Minutes for Meeting of June 20, 2017 

 
President Andy Zimmerman called the meeting to order round 7:35 P.M.; 20 to 25 present. 
 
The May 16, 2017 Secretary’s minutes were accepted as presented. 
 
Treasurerôs Report was accepted as presented.  Drew Hackmeyer reported that we are in the black and 70 
have paid their dues.  Dues for the 2017-18 are now payable. 
 
× Because Saturday, June 24 is the BBMRA’s annual show there were no division reports. 
 
× President Andy Zimmerman shared extensive remarks about Saturday’s show and other matters. 
ü Help needed for all aspects the show 
Á Friday set-up 
Á Saturday throughout show 
Á Saturday pick up 

ü Web page is being updated by member Neal Meadows 
ü Persons nominated and willing to serve as BBMRA officers for 2017-18 
Á President          -  Andy Zimmerman 
Á Vice-President  -  Paul  Schneider 
Á Treasurer          -  Drew Hackmeyer 
Á Secretary          -  Ed Schroeder 

ü Persons willing to serve as division coordinators if re-elected by their divisions 
Á Small Scale       -  Garth Easton 



 

 

Á HO                     -  Art Wilson 
Á Large Scale       -  Sam Miller 

 

The meeting was adjourned around 8:30 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted on July 12, 2017 
Ed Schroeder,  Secretary 
 
 

2017 Show & Sale in Fabulous Fine Foto Review 
 
From Sam Miller, David Blodgett and Jack Herzog. 
 
 

 
Learning Early: Sam Miller got special help at his vendor tables 
from Bleakley Shettle, his six-and-a-half-year-old granddaughter. 
 
 

 
Pensacola Naval Air Station or Doug Gyuricskoôs carrier scene on the O Gauge T Traks? 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Remote control introduced to the Thomas Layout by Randy Lombardo. 
 
 
 

 
 
John Meister Sr. with captivated N Scale fans. 
 



 

 

 
Duckburg, Jamie Traftonôs imaginative scene on the O Gauge T Traks layout. 
 
 
 

 
From the Pensacola clubôs wonderful N Scale layout. 
 
The LANTERN” is the official publication of the BIG BEND MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION, INC.  and is 
published monthly just prior to each regularly scheduled meeting.  Subscriptions are included in all members’ 
dues.  Submit materials to Lantern Editor Sam Miller at sammiller61113@outlook.com 
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