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Helping Vendors Important                                                                                           
to Success of 2019 Model Train Show
 
The 28th Annual Tallahassee Model Train Show and Sale is only about a month away. The show is Saturday, 
June 22, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Leon County Fairgrounds. Set
 
Excitement and momentum are high. Vendor registra
T-Traks will be the largest ever, including participation from several other clubs. Garth Easton also is 
introducing a Z Scale T-Trak layout. HO Coordinator Phil Weston and his folks have made gigant
their T-Traks since the last show a year ago. The Large Scalers have some surprises and new T
in the works as well. 
 
The Show Committee will meet Tuesday at 7 p.m., just before the regular BBMRA meeting. All club members 
are welcome to attend. BBMRA President Andy Zimmerman will lead a show discussion during the main 
meeting as well. The June 18 club meeting, which is the Tuesday before the show, will be devoted to last 
minute planning and preparations. 
 
Helping vendors unload and then pack up remains an important part of our activities plan and it is appreciated 
by many vendors.  
 
Sheldon Harrison is coordinating this activity again this year and we need participation from as many club 
members as possible. Sheldon will be arrivin
begin coming in.  Some BBMRA members will be setting up club layouts or their vendor tables Friday morning 
and you may be asked to spare a few minutes to help early bird vendors. And, of cour
people as possible during the breakdown rush late Saturday afternoon.
  
Please contact Sheldon if you can participate in this important role: 
 
We know from vendors how important this is.
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to Success of 2019 Model Train Show 

Annual Tallahassee Model Train Show and Sale is only about a month away. The show is Saturday, 
June 22, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Leon County Fairgrounds. Set-up is Friday, June 21

Excitement and momentum are high. Vendor registration is good, including several new sellers. The N Scale 
will be the largest ever, including participation from several other clubs. Garth Easton also is 

Trak layout. HO Coordinator Phil Weston and his folks have made gigant
Traks since the last show a year ago. The Large Scalers have some surprises and new T

The Show Committee will meet Tuesday at 7 p.m., just before the regular BBMRA meeting. All club members 
come to attend. BBMRA President Andy Zimmerman will lead a show discussion during the main 

meeting as well. The June 18 club meeting, which is the Tuesday before the show, will be devoted to last 

d then pack up remains an important part of our activities plan and it is appreciated 

Sheldon Harrison is coordinating this activity again this year and we need participation from as many club 
members as possible. Sheldon will be arriving at 1:30 p.m. Friday afternoon, June 21, when most vendors will 
begin coming in.  Some BBMRA members will be setting up club layouts or their vendor tables Friday morning 
and you may be asked to spare a few minutes to help early bird vendors. And, of course, we will need as many 
people as possible during the breakdown rush late Saturday afternoon. 

Please contact Sheldon if you can participate in this important role: sheldon_harrison@comcast.net

rom vendors how important this is.  
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Annual Tallahassee Model Train Show and Sale is only about a month away. The show is Saturday, 
up is Friday, June 21, throughout the day. 

tion is good, including several new sellers. The N Scale 
will be the largest ever, including participation from several other clubs. Garth Easton also is 

Trak layout. HO Coordinator Phil Weston and his folks have made gigantic progress on 
Traks since the last show a year ago. The Large Scalers have some surprises and new T-Trak modules 

The Show Committee will meet Tuesday at 7 p.m., just before the regular BBMRA meeting. All club members 
come to attend. BBMRA President Andy Zimmerman will lead a show discussion during the main 

meeting as well. The June 18 club meeting, which is the Tuesday before the show, will be devoted to last 

d then pack up remains an important part of our activities plan and it is appreciated 

Sheldon Harrison is coordinating this activity again this year and we need participation from as many club 
when most vendors will 

begin coming in.  Some BBMRA members will be setting up club layouts or their vendor tables Friday morning 
se, we will need as many 

sheldon_harrison@comcast.net 

                                                         



*** BBMRA Meetings *** 
May 21, 2019, 7:30 p.m.  “Third 
Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting.  Capital 
City Christian Church, 6115 Mahan 
Drive. Show Committee meets 
briefly at 7 p.m. Program: Show 
planning and John Sykes on freight 
car trucks.  
June 18, 2019: 7:30 p.m. “Third 
Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting, 6115 
Mahan Drive. Final planning for 
2019 show.  
 

 
 
 
Helping Vendors Important to Show Success 
 
From Page one 
 
Tom Lacher of Crusader Hobbies in Suwannee, GA, will be selling model train shelves and wall units at 
our show again this year. He has specifically asked for help unloading and then packing up Saturday 
afternoon. “We will set up Friday afternoon and would request assistance from club members to unload 
our truck.  I am recovering from rotator cuff surgery and some help would be appreciated.  Many thanks!” 
Tom wrote Andy Zimmerman. 

Steve Malek sold at our show two years ago while living in Panama City. He has since moved back to Phoenix, 
AZ. Steve recently participated in a model train show in Arizona and was impressed when the organizers had 
hand trucks on hand and people to help. “That would be a great thing for the Big Bend Model Railroad 
Association to do,” Steve told Sam Miller. “We already do it,” Sam was delighted to reply.” 
 
Sam Miller 
 

2019 Show Vendors 

These have registered or we have a commitment that they will register.  

All About Toy Trains, Richard Adelberg, Melbourne. Nine tables and wide variety of things.    
 
Chet Allen, Thomasville, two tables. HO scale rolling stock, track and structure kits and a few books.   
 
A Zoo Stuffed by You, Daryll Gunter, Perry, BBMRA member. Stuffed animals.  
 
Aven Bacon’s Name Trains, Porky & Aven Bacon, Port Orange. Ten tables, t-shirts, hats, similar items. 
 
David Brazell, Tallahassee, BBMRA member. Two tables, HO cars and loads. 
 
Wes Corscia, Dade City, 10 tables, all scales, and all kinds of stuff. 
 
Crusader Hobbies, Tom Lacher, Suwannee, GA. Four tables, 
shelves and wall units. 
 
Ed’s Boxcar, Opelika, AL. Three tables, N and HO, new and 
used. 
 
Ina Ecklund, Crawfordville. One table, G Garden Railroad parts 
and supplies. 
 
Ron Frederick, Tallahassee. Two tables, vintage Lionel. 
 
Jason Hardee, Lake City. Two tables, HO. 
 
JLD Trains, Atlanta. Four tables, Newer Lionel, other O Gauge. 
 
Kettel’s Toy Emporium, Bob Kettel, Dahlonega, GA. Four tables, large scale, toys. 
  
David Kirkland Art, Panama City. Photos and art.  



 
Jay Leinbach, Tarpon Springs. Two tables, HO, new engines, books, odds & ends. 
 
Chris Lucibello, Tampa. Five tables, American Flyers trains. 
 
 Memory Station, Lewis Collier, Watkinsville, GA. Eight tables, Lots of O Gauge and other scales too. 
 
Sam Miller, Tallahassee/George Allen, Eastpoint. Six tables. George and Sam have partnered for the last few 
years at our show. HO and Lionel/O Gauge. 

NeedTrains, Terry Anstett. Six tables. HO and other stuff. 

Richard Passaur. One table, O and G Gauges.  

Allan Porostovsky, Tallahassee. One table, Vintage Lionel. 
 
Joe Ray, Wilsonville, AL. Ten tables, all scales, new and used. 
 
Gary Sparks, Sunset, SC. One table, older used items, all scales. 
 
Todd Tait, Hahira, GA. Two tables, HO. 
 
Bill Thompson, Rome, GA. Two tables, HO. Bill is a former member of BBMRA. 
 
Tuckers Train Supply, Pensacola. Nine tables., HO and other scales and a lot of stuff. 
 
Nelson Walker. Three tables.  
 
Larry Weigel, Homestead, FL. Four tables, mainly HO.  
 
Annalisa Zimmerman, Tallahassee. Jewelry, two tables. Andy Zimmerman’s wife.  
  
 
To Pledge Your Time and Support for the 2019 Show: 
 
For general volunteering, contact BBMRA President Andy Zimmerman: GBTrainman@comcast.net  
 
To work in the ticket booth, contact and Vice President Paul Schnieder: schniederpaul@centyrylink.net  and 
Andy Millott: millott32073@hotmail.com 
 
To help with the vendors, contact Sheldon Harrison: sheldon_harrison@comcast.net 
 
To help with HO activities, contact Phil Weston: phil.weston2@gmail.com 
 
To help with N Scale Activities, contact Garth Easton: gweaston@hotmail.com 
 
To help with Large Scale Activities, contact Sam Miller: sammiller61113@outlook.com 
 
To help with the Time Saver, contact Joe Haley: jhaley3rd@msn.com 
 
To help with Thomas the Tank Engine, contact Randy Lombardo: penncentralpatriach@comcast.net 
 
To help with the Live Steamers, contact Sal Martocci: sal.martocci@gmail.com 
 

 



 
Big Boy Helps Commemorate Golden Spike 150th Anniversary 
 
From Sheldon Harrison: 
 
On Thursday, May 2, after 60 years, a Union Pacific articulated 4000 series locomotive, commonly and 
affectionately referred to as the “Big Boy,” returned to the rails under its own power. UP #4014 was brought in 
the spring of 2014 from Pomona in California to Cheyenne in Wyoming to undergo what would eventually 
become a five-year restoration.  Little did the UP steam crew anticipate how close to the wire things would 
come in meeting the unmovable date of May 10, 2019. 
 
On this day, 150 years ago, the continent of North America and more specifically the country of the United 

States of America were changed forever. The “West” was opened up for 
business and travel across this vast land no longer took weeks to months in life 
threatening conditions. The trip now could be taken in mere days in relative 
comfort. 
  
To celebrate the event, activities all over the West were planned from 
Sacramento in the west to Omaha/Council Bluffs in the east. 

 
Two of the most notable events were planned in Utah, the site of the ceremonial completion of the 
Transcontinental line.  They included a UP specific event where 4-8-8-4  “Big Boy” #4014 and another heritage 
unit, “Living Legend” #844, an FEF Northern 4-8-4, re-enacted a face-to-face meeting at Ogden Union Station 
in front of an estimated crowd of about 12,000 to 15,000. 
 
The other event was the actual celebration of the Golden Spike event at Promontory Summit where the 
estimated crowd was even larger. Many of the visitors came from across the world. I met folks from Sydney, 
Australia, Hamburg, Germany and the United Kingdom and several from all across the U.S.  
 
There was a moving story of a British locomotive driver/engineer who always wanted to see a “Big Boy” in 
operation but succumbed to cancer one year ago and whose dying wish was to have his remains disposed of 
in the firebox of the “Big Boy. The UP crew agreed to his request. 
 
 
 
 

 
Just like this 150 years ago 

 
 



 
Big Big Boy - unforgettable sight 

 
All in all, it was a wonderful celebration and observing these large machines in person was something to 
behold. I have never been in the presence of an operating super power steam loco of this size. 
  
If you are on social media, I would recommend taking in some of the many pictures and videos posted of all 
the celebrations. It was great seeing fans from all ages come out to show support. We the public are extremely 
thankful to the UP for this preservation of a large piece of American history and look forward to enjoying this 
machine, and the 844 for that matter, for many years to come. 
 
Folkston Trainfest 2019 (David was There, Sheldon too) 
 
From David Brazell: 

 
BBMRA members Sheldon Harrison and David Brazell journeyed to Folkston, Georgia on April 6th to attend the 
annual Trainfest 2019 sponsored by the Folkston/Charlton County Development Authority.  There were more 
than 100 people in attendance on a Saturday to view some presentations at the depot and watch all day as 
traffic slammed through the “Folkston Funnel”.  There were other BBMRA members there as well.  Lisa Blair 
and her son Matthew met us there. 
 
Folkston is a unique location because every 
train that runs in and out of Florida goes 
through Folkston except for traffic on one due 
east and west line (that comes through here) 
and on one Norfolk Southern line.  You cross 
both of these lines on the way to Folkston.   
 
About 70 trains a day pass through the double 
tracks located at the Funnel.  We enjoyed about 
17 trains on the day including the regular 
Amtrak and the Amtrak Auto Train. 

 
I made several observations that substantiated 
the new leadership in CSX.  First, they are moving away from the unit train philosophy.  As an example, we 
saw no Tropicana Juice Train consists but there was a north bound and a south bound that had about 30 
Tropicana reefers at the beginning or end of each train.  The remainder of the train was interodal cars.  CSX 

                                   Folkston Funnel 



hasn’t totally abandoned unit trains because there was an auto-rack consist and a tanker consist,  but I noticed 
an increase in the number of mixed freights. 
 
Our second observation was that were longer trains accompanied by a Distributed Power Unit (DPU) either in 
the middle of  the consist or on the end.  You see this often in the West or up in mountainous areas due to 
terrain but usually not anywhere else in the South up to now. 
 
 One other thing of note.  Virtual Railfan (a company that runs many train cams around the country) has a set 
of cameras there at Folkston.  The results appear on YouTube.  It happened to be turned on at the time (They 
rotate to different locations around the country, but you can subscribe to get all sites all of the time.) so I went 
to the camera and waved to my wife while there.  I thought that was pretty neat. I also took a lot of video, as I 
normally do and I was able to get some good video from my drone.  These trains look great from 50 feet up in 
the air.   
 
There were several displays in the depot.  There are exhibits there all the time, but, on this occasion, they were 
showing a vidco of the Bill Geist report, “Love those Trains” that aired on Sunday Morning on CBS several 
years ago.  Both Dan King and I briefly appeared in the report.  They have a permanent O scale layout at the 
depot, but there was also a N scale layout. Where it came from, I don’t know.    
 
Finally, the day was dedicated to the late “Cookie” Williams, who was instrumental in getting the observation 
platform erected several years ago.  His picture is on the buttons that were distributed to the railfans.  Without 
his efforts and others, Folkston would not be half as enjoyable as it is today. 
 
One bit of sad news.  We discovered that last month local resident 
Harold Hatch, affectionally known as “Cricket,” had died.  He would 
daily come by on his golf cart and chat with the railfans there on the 
platform and watch trains.  I have a personal connection as he used to 
work in the same place I do now.  He had retired before I came on 
board, but we have many mutual friends.  God bless him and his 
family during this time.  He will be sorely missed. 
 

If you have a spare day and want to relax and enjoy some great train 
traffic, Folkston is the place to go. You will not be disappointed.  The 
facilities are clean.  There are public restrooms and the viewing platform is equipped with a scanner so you can 
hear railroad traffic over the radio. Even without sound, you can see signals for northbound traffic and tell when 
an approaching train is headed in your direction.  You might even have lunch at the “Whistling Dixie”, a gift and 
food shop run by Dixie McGurn, a former mayor and avid railfan.  We had a great day watching trains and 
seeing many friends we have made over the years.  We can’t wait until next year! 
 

We’re Paying Tribute to Master Modeler Roy Mantooth 
 

 
Roy Mantooth, 91, long time member of BBMRA and good friend of many, 
died May 4 at the NHC Farragut senior living facility in Lenoir City, TN, 
outside of Knoxville, where he had lived since September of 2018. Roy and 
his wonderful wife, Maxine, previously had lived in a home in Lenoir City 
after moving from Tallahassee six years ago to be closer to their children.  
Roy had been in declining health for some time and really headed downhill 
after breaking a leg several months ago. 
 

             Roy and Maxine 

Trainfest leader was honored 



He was buried in Brandenburg, KY, about 45 miles west of Louisville, following a memorial service in Knoxville.   
Sam Miller from BBMRA made brief comments on behalf of Roy and Maxine’s many Tallahassee friends 
during the memorial. Roy and his first wife, Emily, lived in Brandenburg for several years after returning to the 
Louisville area from Thomasville, GA. After Emily’s death and after they were married, Roy and Maxine lived in 
Brandenburg for about two years before moving to Fort Myers and later Tallahassee. 
 
Roy was a very highly skilled modeler.  He was noted both for his meticulous attention to detail and his very 
imaginative and humorous touches.  Friends might find their names on businesses modeled on his layout.  His 
skill level was perhaps best illustrated several years ago when a few of us cut the end out of a gondola, put a 
miniature color TV camera with sound in it and pushed it around the layout with a BLI sound engine.  When 
you looked at the video, if there were not a wall or something similar as a giveaway, you could not tell whether 
you were looking at a real railroad or a model train layout. Very, very few modelers are anywhere near that 
good. 
 
Roy was always very generous in sharing his knowledge and skills, whether in fixing someone’s balky engine, 
installing a new decoder or giving “how to” advice.  He was a perfectionist.  When he got a new car, it was 
placed on a specific track and turned loose.  If it did not roll past a particular tree, he worked on the wheels and 
trucks until it did.  If it never passed that tree (rare), it went on the sale table. 
 
Although he was a long-time member of the National Model Railroad Association and the Florida Sunshine 
Region, Roy never would do the paperwork required for any of the 11 Achievement Awards NMRA has 
established to recognize high levels of skill and attainment and resisted when a few friends offered to do it for 
him.  Achieving seven of these awards earns the title of Master Model Railroader.  Only about 450 have been 
earned since the award was established.  In my judgment as an NMRA Achievement Awards Judge, and much 
more importantly, in the judgment of one of the eight people who have earned all 11 awards and was a friend 
of Roy’s in Fort Myers, he would have had MMR hands down if that paperwork had been submitted. 
 
Roy and his lovely wife, Maxine, were also a storybook romance.  They knew each other in high school, but 
both married others.  Roy and his first wife had two sons; Maxine and her first husband had two daughters.  
Both these spouses died, and after being apart for many years Roy and Maxine found each other, married, and 
lived happily ever after as the fairytale goes.  In their case it was no fairytale, it was true.  
 
In short, we have all lost a good friend; a warm outgoing man who shared his knowledge and skills generously. 
 
Barrett Johnson 

  

Other Tributes to Roy 

In my early years of model railroading, I was having a locomotive problem of some sort. I cannot remember 
now just what it was. Someone suggested I ask Roy about it. I did. I took it to his house here in Tallahassee, 
up those stairs, following him to the left into his workshop, not noticing what lay to the right. 

He played with the locomotive, talking to me about it all the while, and before I knew it, it was acting as it 
should again. I thanked him. 

As I was leaving, I noticed what I had missed when I rather blindly followed him into his workshop. What a 
wonderful, carefully crafted realistic layout! Needless to say, my visit got extended. 

Bob Ruggles 
 

 

 



A  wonderful person and model railroader has gone home to his Lord. A kind, gentle, thoughtful man. A superb 
model railroader from whom I learned much and to whom I will be forever grateful. May the angels take you to 
paradise, Roy. 

Ed Schroeder 

Roy was a man of few words, unless speaking with his model railroad friends, when his enthusiasm burst 
forth.  Visiting Roy’s Attic and Lofty Railroad, which went through several iterations as he lived in several 
communities, was a treat. His displays were magical with scenes of small villages, bridges, overpasses, farms 
and beautiful nature.  His model trains were run at “scale speeds” and under operations plans of real railroads, 
and his classic L&N passenger trains evoked memories of the era when passenger rail was king. 
  
Roy’s HO railroad was considered the finest in all of Tallahassee during the many years he lived there. He was 
“a rivet counter,” focusing on accuracy and detail. Roy hosted monthly get-togethers, which were open to his 
many modeling friends and always well attended. Roy did not receive the National Model Railroad Association 
Master Model Railroader designation only because he never completed the paper work.  
  
Roy had been seriously ill since falling and breaking a leg several months ago. He was cared for by his faithful, 
wonderful wife, Maxine, and two sons from the Louisville area, along with other devoted family.  
 
His love and concern for his  family could be witnessed through his gentle smiles and glistening blue eyes.  His 
friends and his family always knew they could count on him for any help needed. 
 
Karen McKinney, Sam Miller 
  

Kid’s Fest, May 5, 2019, Cascades Park, Downtown 
 

 
Joe, Garth and Andy 

 

Terrific Tallahassee skyline view 



 
Jack’s Magic: Rescuing Marx,                                                                          
American Flyer & Lionel Junkers 

From Jack Herzog: 

I enjoy working on and rescuing broken or rusty Pre-war and Post-war Lionel, Marx, American Flyer O Gauge 
trains. I recently took old Marx pieces and customized them into a U.S. Navy steamer which we will be showing  
on the O Scale T Traks during the June 22 show. I had to replace missing steps on both the engine and the 
tender. I also had to replace a chip on the tender, add decals, paint, etc. To me the hardest part was the 
painting since I had trouble with the masking tape lifting the paint at times or with the paint bubbling which 
meant sanding and starting over. 

I made this engine as a memorial to both my dad and my Uncle Bill; both career Navy WWII vets. The only 
thing my dad ever told me about his Navy service was from the 1930's when he helped rescue the crew of the 
USS Macon, a rigid flying aircraft carrier which went down in the Pacific off the California coast. They have 
information about this event as a part of their airship display at the Pensacola Naval Air Museum, a must see 
museum if there ever was one and free too.  

Yes, the Navy had flying aircraft carriers in the 1930's. The Akron crashed in the Atlantic with great loss of life. 
I believe there was a known structural defect in the tail fins which were not addressed in time. 

Another recent project which turned out wonderfully is my custom Marx Commodore Vanderbilt locomotive 
along with a matching Lionel pre-war tender.  

I am always looking for new projects so please keep me in mind when you have O-gauge junk to dispose of. 

I look at these junk trains like I used to view plastic car, plane or ship kits by Revel, Monogram and other 
companies when I was 12 or so, growing up in Miami in the 1950's. My friend Tubby, so named after the Little 
Lulu comic book character, and I would ride for miles on our bicycles looking for soda pop bottles to cash in at 
a Food Fair or Quik Chek or another grocery store for two cents each. 

We would look until we had enough to buy a plastic model kit. During the post war period, there was a building 
boom in Dade County to house the post-war baby boomer families. Construction workers would toss their soda 
bottles everywhere. These were the days before the anti-littering gospel was preached and most people tossed 
out stuff with nary a thought of the consequences. 

The kits we bought were usually 89 or 98 cents each. In those days parents rarely showered their children with 
cash gifts, so we soon learned a work ethic. We thought nothing of hours of bicycle riding to find the soda 
bottles. My bicycle was a 26-inch, single speed Schwinn, purple and white, with a large basket on the front. 

When we didn't have money for a kit, we would go to a car dealer to obtain a catalog of the newest 1950's 
cars. We found that we could erase and add features to the cars in the catalog with colored pencils thus 
creating our own custom car designs. As to the plastic car kits when we did get them, we would add paper fins, 
wheel skirts or other features as our fancy dictated. 

The period from 1953 until 1963 was truly fabulous. I feel sorry for those who missed these wonderful, hopeful 
years. I am afraid that today’s youth think that the "fabulous fifties" were just a myth. I will tell you this, though. 
We never locked our doors in those days and we never had a break in either. 

Happy rails to you. 

 



 
Marx Commodore Vanderbilt & matching Lionel tender 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Whether Modeling in G or Z Scale,                                                                        
Amtrak is Simple to Include on Your Layout. 

From Randy Lombardo: 

Amtrak celebrated its 48th Birthday on May 1, 2019. Lionel introduced its first Amtrak set in 1976, naming it 
"The Lakeshore Limited.” I'm assuming the set was named for the famous New York to Chicago passenger 
train of the same name.  A lone American Locomotive Company (Alco) FA1 pulled a vista dome car, two 
passenger coaches, and an observation car.  All were illuminated.  Two more passenger coaches and a vista 
dome car were offered for separate sale in 1977. Lionel also released another Amtrak passenger set pulled by 
another Alco, with a separate sale  baggage car. 

Lionel offered for separate purchase Electromotive Division of General Motors (EMD) F3 A Units, powered & 
non-powered, between 1974 & 1976 and a non-powered B Unit in 1974. In reality, Amtrak acquired all of its 
passenger cars from railroads that had dropped passenger services and never owned any F3s or Alcos except  

          Jack's Magic: Navy Steamer 



switchers. The switchers included RS-3s, which remained in black, only receiving the Amtrak colors when 
some were upgraded to RS-3Cs with EMD motors. 

Another Lionel set followed in 1989, this time pulled by the famous Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) GG1 in 
Amtrak colors, with baggage, combo (half passenger/half baggage), passenger, vista dome, dining car and 
observation cars. All six of the passenger cars were made of aluminum and everything was illuminated.  In 
1991, the first non-passenger set was introduced, a maintenance train; it was pulled by an Alco RS-3 with 
operating diesel horn. Following behind in special Amtrak maintenance markings were an operating ballast car 
with bin; a crane car featuring a manually operating boom and swiveling cab; a flatcar; a lighted bunk car; and 
a searchlight caboose.  A separately sold ore car with load could be added to this set. 

The next year (1992), this set was listed as un-catalogued. This was probably left over stock from the previous 
year, which was common at Lionel throughout the years.  Another passenger set debuted in 1995. An Alco 
FA2 pulled this "No Name Train" with combo, vista dome and observation cars.  Two additional passenger 
cars and another vista dome car were offered for separate sale.  The set returned a year later, (1996) for the 
last time. The additional cars were offered in 1997, the same year a cataloged observation car was offered for 
separate sale.  All were illuminated.  At one time, Hobby Lobby offered an un-catalogued set, once again, 
pulled by an Alco Locomotive.   Since then, 

 Lionel has offered modern equipment including EMD F40PHs, Superliner and Acela sets and a water tower 
and girder bridge.  

My Amtrak Collection 

After viewing the 1988 Lionel Catalog, I decided "The Silver Spike" set was for me and I placed an order with 
TrainWorld in Brooklyn in early 1989.  The set was pulled by an Alco locomotive with a combo, passenger and 
observation Car, all illuminated.  That same year an additional passenger coach was offered for separate sale. 

Finally in 1990, came a full baggage car, which was compatible with all the sets mentioned above except the 
GG-1 and the maintenance train. The diner offered for separate purchase in 1992, completed "The Silver 
Spike” set.  I kept basically to Lionel when purchasing used equipment from Trainz.com. including the Budd 
Rail Diesel Car (RDC) set cataloged in 1978 and 1980.  This is quite an unusual set since the motor is placed 
in the baggage car (RDC4), which was actually an F3 body, instead of the usual passenger coach (RDC1). I 
decided later to purchase the other RDC4 baggage car (another dummy) to complete the set.  I also purchased 
a full vista dome car cataloged in 1996 and a FA-2 Alco locomotive dummy with horn cataloged in 1995-1997; 
a shelter cataloged in 2004-2008; a small switcher cataloged in 1993; and another dining car (Amtrak 
Number/Santa Fe Paint); and two additional baggage cars. 

I decided to try K-Line, before Lionel became the licensee, and bought a dining/ Inspection Car.  It is 
illuminated with opening doors and small figures inside.  Last but not least, when Amtrak decided to retire "The 
Great Dome", I was the only bidder on a Mike's Train House (MTH) version in Phase IV Coloring. This is highly 
detailed with clear windows and illumination. Some of the equipment described will operate at our June Show! 

Scale Equipment Available in Amtrak 

G: Aristocraft, Great Trains, LGB 

O: Lionel, K-Line, MTH,  Atlas and Williams by Bachmann 

S: American Models 

HO: Atheran, Kato, Rapido, Walthers 

N: Atlas, Bachmann, Con-Cor, Kato, Life-Like 



Z-: AZL, Marklin, Micro-Trains, MTL 

Correction 

 # 33-Lamborghini Miura with Superfast Wheels (SF) was omitted from The 50 years of Matchbox (1969 List) 
of Models that appeared in The March 2019 Edition of The Lantern. 

 
 
 

     
 
BBMRA Important Events in 2019!!   
 
Help make this calendar complete – email items to 
sammiller61113@outlook.com 
 
BBMRA Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of each month, 7:30 
p.m., Capital City Christian Church, 6115 Mahan Drive.   
 
Lionel Interest Group Operating Sessions: Sunday 
afternoons at 1:30 at Sam Miller’s house in Woodgate. 
Call (850) 459-3012 for details.  
 
May 21, 2019: 7:30 p.m. “Third Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting. , 6115 Mahan Drive, near the Florida A&M 
agricultural facility and a little east of the Old Antique Car Museum. 
 
June 1-2, 2019: 16th Tampa Model Show, Saturday & Sunday, Florida State Fairgrounds, Tampa, FL 
 
June 18, 2018: 7:30 p.m. “Third Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting. Capital City Christian Church, 6115 
Mahan Drive, near the Florida A&M agricultural facility and a little east of the Old Antique Car 
Museum. Final planning for 2019 Show. 
 
June 22, 2019: BBMRA’s Annual Model Railroad Show & Sale, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., again at the North 
Florida Fairgrounds in Tallahassee. Setup will be the day before, Friday, June 21. 
 
July 18, 2019: 7:30 p.m. “Third Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting. Capital City Christian Church, 6115 
Mahan Drive, near the Florida A&M agricultural facility and a little east of the Old Antique Car 
Museum. Critique of 2019 Show. 
 
August 20, 2019: 7:30 p.m. “Third Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting. Capital City Christian Church, 6115 
Mahan Drive, near the Florida A&M agricultural facility and a little east of the Old Antique Car 
Museum.  
 
August 17-18, 2019: The Villages Summer Train Show, 9a to 4p on Saturday, 10a to 3p on Sunday. 
The Villages near Leesburg.  
 
September 14-15, 2019:  Wiregrass Annual Model Railroad Show & Sale, National Peanut Festival  
and Fairgrounds, Dothan, AL.  
 
September 17, 2019: 7:30 p.m. “Third Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting. Capital City Christian Church, 6115 
Mahan Drive, near the Florida A&M agricultural facility and a little east of the Old Antique Car 
Museum.  
 
 



 
October 2019: Halloween Trains, Veterans Memorial Railroad in Bristol. Not yet scheduled because 
of the hurricane damage last fall.  
 
October 15, 2019: 7:30 p.m. “Third Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting. Capital City Christian Church, 6115 
Mahan Drive, near the Florida A&M agricultural facility and a little east of the Old Antique Car 
Museum.  
 
November 19, 2019: 7:30 p.m. “Third Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting. Capital City Christian Church, 6115 
Mahan Drive, near the Florida A&M agricultural facility and a little east of the Old Antique Car 
Museum.  
 
Woodgate Lionel Open House: November 24, 2019, a Sunday, 1:30 to 4 p.m. at Sam Miller and Linda 
Medlin’s home, 3008 Stillwood Court, Woodgate in Tallahassee. Sunday Lionel Group Therapy folks 
are helping.    
 
December 2019: Christmas Trains, Veterans Memorial Railroad in Bristol. Not yet scheduled 
because of the hurricane damage last fall.  
 
December 6, 2019: 6:30 p.m. BBMRA Holiday Reception, Sam Miller & Linda Medlin, Woodgate.  
 
December 7-8, 2019: Winter MRC Train Show, Pensacola, Hadji Shrine Temple,  
800 North Nine Mile Road, Pensacola, FL 32534-1858, 9 to 5, Saturday, 10 to 4 Sunday, Central. 
Admission $6 for adults. 
 
December 14-15, 2019: Winter Tampa Model Show, Saturday & Sunday, Florida State Fairgrounds, 
Tampa, FL.  
 

 
 
 
 

Big Bend Model Railroad Association 
Minutes for Meeting of April 16, 2019 

President Andy Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:38 PM at the Capital City Christian Church, 6115 
Mahan Drive. The meeting was well attended with more than 25 present.  

The Secretary’s minutes from the March meeting were accepted as presented, seconded and subsequently 
passed.  

Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Drew Hackmeyer reported on the finances and affirmed that the club is 
solvent. The report was accepted as presented. [Note that the Treasurer’s report is not published in the 
Secretary’s minutes; members may request details from the Treasurer.]  

Show – The fairgrounds have been paid for. The price remained the same and the club is appreciative. The 
normal food vendor will not be able to make the show so alternatives are being considered. 

New Members - The club will gain one additional paid member once dues are received bring the total to 65. 
Former BBRMA member Tom Rice said he would be rejoining the club. 

 



Division Reports 

Large Scale – Sam and Linda went to England and had a good time. While they were gone, the Sunday 
sessions were hosted by Mel McCarthy and Steve Pollack; there was no get-together on Easter Sunday. As 
usual, Sam reiterated that all are welcome when the Sunday group does meet. 

HO - Phil Weston, the HO coordinator, mentioned that group made good progress on the T-Trak layout with 
several modules in development. Andy suggested that the group should consider junction modules so that we 
don’t just have long stretches etc. and it provides for a more interesting setup. Phil also mentioned that tags for 
modules are done and have been distributed. 

Small Scale – Garth, the small scale coordinator,  mentioned that a work party is planned on May 4th. to get the 
layout ready for the show. Troubleshooting is ongoing but things should be all set when the show comes 
around. President Andy mentioned that a group from Pensacola called Swarm Track is interested in linking up. 
There are also plans for a Z Scale T-Trak to be included as well. 

Good of Group -  

Bruce Arbough offered suggestions on module design specifications etc.  

There was mention of the need to compile inventory and appropriate labeling. Who has doubles, singles, etc.? 

Robert Feuerstein asked about food at show. There was discussion on a Taco vendor and that it would be 
something refreshingly different. Ideas were discussed on naming the food vending location based on a train 
theme. Other vendors are being recruited because “the Hot Dog Man” can’t attend this year. Andy liked the 
idea of a Taco vendor. There was discussion of a particular vendor whom the club should avoid using. 

Robert also offered suggestions on T-Trak specifications with mention of setting up a Wiki page to provide 
descriptions in each scale. He mentioned that he has completed work on the standards and Andy will review 
them. 

There was a plug for discounted AAA membership from Tom Rice, the former club member who is rejoining. 
He is now employed with AAA and has access to the special group membership rate. 

Martha and Larry Pytel, friends of Mitchell Green mentioned his collection and wanted to know if there was any 
interest in his left over stuff. They also asked for someone from the club to speak to the antique collectors club 
this fall.  

Andy Millott presented a neat way to use cardboard boxes to model soybean fields. He elaborated on the 
techniques and there was brief discussion of other similar modeling discoveries in the hobby. 

Randy Lombardo mentioned the Classic Toy Trains upcoming issue.  

Andy then adjourned the meeting at 8:04 PM 

 


