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A Lionel Set-Up for All Seasons
 

 
 

Happy Halloween! It’s Spooky Time!
 
Happy Halloween! It’s Spooky Time in the 
also Christmas time, but you have to look closely to see the Christmas carnival on the right. You’ll find both 
seasons represented at Michael’s, Esposito
items which will be effective on most mod
modeling the Christmas/Jewish Holiday season, but to enjoy the widest selection, you need to begin shopping 
now.  
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Up for All Seasons 

Happy Halloween! It’s Spooky Time! 

in the Halloween Carnival Scene on Sam Miller’s O Gauge Layout
Christmas time, but you have to look closely to see the Christmas carnival on the right. You’ll find both 

Esposito’s, Lowe’s, Home Depot, Hobby Lobby and similar stores 
items which will be effective on most model train layouts. We plan a special report in the November Lantern on 
modeling the Christmas/Jewish Holiday season, but to enjoy the widest selection, you need to begin shopping 

 

Volume 24 Number 10 

 

Halloween Carnival Scene on Sam Miller’s O Gauge Layout. It’s 
Christmas time, but you have to look closely to see the Christmas carnival on the right. You’ll find both 

and similar stores - plenty of 
el train layouts. We plan a special report in the November Lantern on 

modeling the Christmas/Jewish Holiday season, but to enjoy the widest selection, you need to begin shopping 
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BBMRA Right-of- Way & Equipment 
Mike Sassard, John Sykes, Gary Edwards
 
HO Trains Work in a Pinch: Actually, Mike Finds Them Fun Again After 50 Years
 
From Mike Sassard, who now lives in Pasco Robles, CA:
 

Although my layout is mainly
possibilities. The last time I was in HO was in the sixties.
 
As some of you know, I have an avid interest in British railroading, especially steam and for 
that matter anything else in the UK. I h
plunge  and get a British train

Hogwarts Express. My efforts to obtain another O gauge 
 
I dropped down a gauge and found a "Flying Scotsman" 
for a very reasonable price. When I received
it out. I was rewarded. Although small, I have never seen such detail.
 
I moved an O loop to make a place for the new HO member.
that all the wheels were metal. The power pack and controller
nice. I was surprised to find the set included a turnout and an extra curve. 
It also included a re-railer, much to my relief.
 
The  Hornby sectional track is very difficult to work with. Also where the 
power-pack is connected is not satisfactory. Where it sticks up it derails 
the cars. I would recommend buying all new Atlas nick
with. 
 
John Sykes Power & Light Going Western
 
From John Sykes: 
 
Please let folks know that I will have more utility poles for sale at the 
BBMRA meeting next week.  In addition to more of the N
offered the last time, I'll have one Western
poles (with three-phase power on top) and a set of 
tension (115kV+) H-style poles.  Also available ar
tension set of three in HO and some HO 13.8kV 3 phase poles with a 
transformer for residential service. 
 
If I don't glue my fingers together by then I'll make up some individual 
utility poles with step-down transformers for residential ser
out of the 0.5mm Stretch Magic cord, so I ordered some direct from the manufacturer.
(32 ft) spools on hand for $3.00 each. 

*** BBMRA Meetings
 
October 15, 2019, 7:30 p.m.  
“Third Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting.  
Capital City Christian Church, 
Mahan Drive
conducting a 
his trip to Ogden, Utah, this summer 
for the Transcontinental Railroad 
150th anniversary. 
 
 
 

Maintenance: Mike, John & Gary 
One of the Best and Oldest Shows Around 

Upcoming Area Train Shows 
k in Time on the Nevada Northern 

Equipment  Maintenance:                                                    
Mike Sassard, John Sykes, Gary Edwards 

HO Trains Work in a Pinch: Actually, Mike Finds Them Fun Again After 50 Years 

From Mike Sassard, who now lives in Pasco Robles, CA: 

Although my layout is mainly G and O gauge, once more HO scale has opened a door to new 
possibilities. The last time I was in HO was in the sixties. 

As some of you know, I have an avid interest in British railroading, especially steam and for 
that matter anything else in the UK. I have never been there. I decided it was time to take the 

and get a British train. Technically speaking I did already have 
Hogwarts Express. My efforts to obtain another O gauge British model  proved futile ( $1,700 for engine).

dropped down a gauge and found a "Flying Scotsman" made by Hornby 
When I received it I, I could hardly wait to try 

I was rewarded. Although small, I have never seen such detail. 

I moved an O loop to make a place for the new HO member.  I did notice 
that all the wheels were metal. The power pack and controller were very 
nice. I was surprised to find the set included a turnout and an extra curve. 

iler, much to my relief.                                                                        

Hornby sectional track is very difficult to work with. Also where the 
pack is connected is not satisfactory. Where it sticks up it derails 
. I would recommend buying all new Atlas nickel silver code 100 track which is 

John Sykes Power & Light Going Western 

Please let folks know that I will have more utility poles for sale at the 
In addition to more of the N-scale sets I 

estern-style set of eight telegraph 
power on top) and a set of three N-scale high-

available are  the same high-
in HO and some HO 13.8kV 3 phase poles with a 

If I don't glue my fingers together by then I'll make up some individual 
down transformers for residential service in N and HO for $3.00 a pop.

out of the 0.5mm Stretch Magic cord, so I ordered some direct from the manufacturer.  

BBMRA Meetings *** 

October 15, 2019, 7:30 p.m.  
Third Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting.  

Capital City Christian Church, 6115 
Mahan Drive. Sheldon Harrison is 
conducting a slide presentation on 
his trip to Ogden, Utah, this summer 
for the Transcontinental Railroad 

anniversary.  

                                                     

 

G and O gauge, once more HO scale has opened a door to new 

As some of you know, I have an avid interest in British railroading, especially steam and for 
I decided it was time to take the 

already have one - an O gauge 
proved futile ( $1,700 for engine). 

                                                                       

which is much easier to work 

vice in N and HO for $3.00 a pop.  Hobby Lobby ran 
 I'll have a few 10 meter 



 
-- John Sykes 
    Sykes Power & Light -  a Division of Sykes RR 
 
Gary Edwards’ Vintage Lionel Layout 2nd Time Around 
 
Gary Edwards is reconstructing his special vintage Lionel layout and will be showing it off later this year. Gary 
put his Lionel trains, accessories, mountains and so on together a couple of years ago and was a participant in 
the BBMRA layouts tour. The garage had been put to other priority uses since then. 
 
“I have built a mountain and the skeleton for a tunnel. I am working on a village and trolley line. After that, it will 
be roads, street and house lights and scenery,” Gary says. 
Gary’s focus is Post-War Lionel and he has a lot of nice trains and accessories. One unique feature of his 
layouts is that he has wired up and will operate several accessories produced by Lionel in the late 1940’s and 
early 50’s. 
 
The Sunday Large Scale Group will be visiting Gary in a few weeks to see the new set-up and other club 
members will be welcome and be invited. 
 
 
 

 
 
                            Gary Edwards’ Vintage Lionel Layout in Progress 

Road Trip to Dothan Show – One of the Oldest and Best Shows Around 

By Randy Lombardo 

Note: This show was held Saturday, September 21, and Sunday, September 22. I attended on Saturday. 

 Sheldon Harrison arrived at my house at 8:10 a.m. in his Navy Blue Volkswagen and we made our way to 
hook up with the rest of our crew, David Brazell and Paul Schnieder, at Burger King on North Monroe.  We all 
made ourselves comfy in Paul's light green Toyota Prius with David reveling us with a description of his new 
White Cadillac Escalade. 

As many of you know, the Prius is a hybrid which can run on electric or gas, We were “electric” as we cruised 
west on Interstate 10, while David ate a yummy Croissan'wich and removed the metal from old file folders to 
make weights for HO Scale cars, (This would be a great program for some future club meeting.) He also told 
stories about his new car and living in Greenland. 

 



Looking at the eastbound traffic, we saw several Amazon Prime semi's with grey cabs & blue trailers. After 
crossing into the Central Time Zone, everyone was surprised by the damaged trees and new fences produced 
by Hurricane Michael as we approached Sneads.  In Marianna, the giant Ruby Tuesday sign was missing and 
the pole bent towards the ground. After exiting onto U. S. 231 and making our way through Cottondale, we saw 
little evidence of Hurricane Michael damage and no train activity even though we saw or crossed tracks several 
times.  

Soon enough, we arrived at the Wiregrass Steel Wheels Model Railroad Club 
show and went our separate ways.  I spoke with a vendor, who was selling used 
magazines, inquiring about the 75th anniversary of Trains Magazine and a 60th 
anniversary issue (I bought one issue for $1.) I was surprised to hear that a 
nearby vendor, Lewis Collier of Memory Station, near Athens, GA addressed me 
on a first name basis. Louis is a regular at the Tallahassee annual model train 
show and sale. 

I noticed many vintage Lionel accessories for sale, including the Red Bridge that 
was used in the Christmas episode of the classic television show Diff'rent Strokes,       Sam in Dothan 

which starred the late Gary Coleman, who loved trains.  Making my way towards the end of the building, I 
encountered BBMRA Member and vendor Sam Miller.  HO Scale early 1970s horn hook Amtrak coaches in 
good condition sparked my interest, especially when one was "Made in Italy". 

I filmed the Emerald Coast Garden Railway Club’s magnificent Garden Railway (G- Scale) layout.  This group 
is part of the modelers at the West Florida Railroad Museum in Milton, FL. Amtrak was well represented with 
equipment that resembled "The Floridian", which departed from this community for the last time in October 40 
years ago.  There will be a Tailgate Swap Meet at the Milton Depot on Saturday, October 19, and the folks 
were promoting it. 

I bought two discounted tee shirts and two pins from "Porky" & Avon, good friends, members of our club and 
long-time vendors at the Tallahassee show. I convinced a mother to buy a pin for her son's new engineer's 
cap.  

All of us sat down to lunch with BBMRA Vice President Stacey Elliott & Bob Feuerstein joining us for pleasant 
conversations.  Other club members also were over for this fine show, including Ron and Karla Fletcher, Lisa 
and Matthew Blair, Bobby Woodard, with Dan Lhotka, Sal Martocci, Bob Pope and probably others whom I 
missed.   

I soon found time to film the Pensacola Model Railroad Club's (PMRC) N Scale layout, the Miracle Strip Model 
Railroad Club of Shalimar, Florida’s HO Scale layout, another HO layout featuring scratch built structures and 
the outside kids ride, before we loaded up and headed home to the Capital City of Florida. I regret not filming 
the Z Scale  from the show, the Flint River N-Scale from Albany, GA, and the N Scale T-Traks built and 
operated by a group headed by Bruce Arbo. 

The T-Traks were not running at the time, but can be seen on YouTube with a representation of  the 1907 
station at Dothan, featuring numerous freight and passenger equipment, including an Amtrak Superliner. 
Bruce’s group includes BBMRA President Andy Zimmerman and other Tallahassee N Scalers and a larger set-
up was one of the highlights of the Tallahassee show in June. 

The Dothan show celebrates its 30th anniversary next year. It is one of the oldest and best in our area, along 
with the Tallahassee show. Sold vendor space and paid attendance actually was a little better at our show this 
year. The University of Alabama was playing a televised game at noon on Saturday and Auburn at 3:30 that 
afternoon, and locals acknowledged that kept some folks away from the Dothan show. It was still great, the 
ride over and back a lot of fun and – as always – BBMRA members got in free. 

 



 
 
Upcoming Area Train Shows 
 
Toy & Comic Book Show, Tallahassee Shriners Club: November 23, 2019, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Shriners 
Club, 805 N Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32303. There is something new and model train-related this 
year. Former club member Marc Beshera is setting up a LEGO train layout, with help from apprentice LEGO 
modelers Sam Miller and Doug Gyuricsko. Doug and Sam are trying out some new animation ideas with Marc 
and on his LEGO layout. If they work well, you will be seeing them again later. 
 
November 24, 2019: Woodgate Lionel Open House: a Sunday, 1:30 to 4 p.m. at Sam Miller and Linda 
Medlin’s home, 3008 Stillwood Court, Woodgate in Tallahassee. Sunday Lionel Group Therapy folks are 
helping.    
 
TCA Southern Division Toy Train/ Christmas Show:  November 23, 2019, Saturday: Jacksonville, Morocco 
Shrine Auditorium, 3800 St. Johns Bluff Road, Jax, 32224. Open to the public from 10a-3p. Open to TCA 
members beginning at 9a.   
 
Winter Tampa Model Show:  December 21-22, Saturday and Sunday, Winter Tampa Model Show, Florida 
State Fairgrounds, Tampa, FL.  
 
5th Anniversary Pensacola Railfest Model Train Show & Sale: December  7-8, 2019. This has been moved 
from the Hadji Shrine Temple to the Pensacola Interstate Fairgrounds, 6655 Mobile Highway, Pensacola, 9 to 
5, Saturday, 10 to 4 Sunday, Central. Admission $6 for adults.  
 
 

VMRR Plans November 9 Fundraiser and December Christmas Train                     
 
Veterans Memorial Railroad is coming back to life.  Thanks to the hard working efforts of its volunteers, most of 
whom suffered significant damage to their own homes from Hurricane Michael - fallen trees and the like -  
Veterans Memorial Railroad will run again. A major fundraising event at the park is planned for November 9, 
the normal second Saturday run day, but with a lot of extras added.  The railroad will be running from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., an additional two hours.  At 5 p.m., there will be a fundraising dinner at the Liberty County Civic 
Center, located very near the railroad.  A band and musicians will provide entertainment.  There will be a silent 
auction of holiday decorations, jewelry and other donated items. Tickets for dining in or to go plates are $10 
each.  There will be an additional train ride at 6:30 so that everyone who comes to the dinner will have an 
opportunity to view Veterans Memorial Park, see how much has been accomplished and get an idea of how 
much more remains to be done.   
 
For more information, see the Railroad's website:   
www.veteransmemorialrailroad.org/  

 
 
Barrett’s Travel Back in Time on the Nevada Northern Railroad 
 
From Barrett Johnson: 
 
Early on the afternoon of August 18, I closed the cylinder cocks on Nevada Northern #93, moved the Johnson 
bar into full forward position and cracked the throttle. The engine got under way and we were off on a 30-pllus 
mile round trip from the East Ely yard to Keystone, Nevada. The Nevada Northern Railway is an early to mid-
20th Century railroad little touched by time. Ely is about half way up Nevadan north to south and about 50 miles 
from the Utah border. 
The Nevada Northern operates two steam engines and several diesels as well as a recently acquired  and 
restored 1956 Pontiac rail car. Number 93, the engine on which I was the engineer, was delivered in January, 
1909.  It is a 2-8-0 designed to haul heavy ore cars from mines to smelter. It is coal fired by hand. 



 
The Nevada Northern was built to haul ore from the quarries and mines around Ely as far as the junction with 
the Southern Pacific  in northeastern Nevada, although the railroad also had passenger service. As originally 
delivered, number 93 was a saturated steam slide value engine. In a very substantial modification, 93 was 
retrofitted with a super-heater and piston valves. Doing this required new flue sheets and a lot of reengineering 
of other major parts. 
 
The Nevada Northern has a program which allows someone to be the engineer on a steam engine, diesel 
engine or both and to elect  to be the engineer for a train or the engine with no train. I chose to be the engineer 
on the engine with no train. The reason is that training on the engine is mandatory and the extra time required 
to learn and demonstrate braking skill with a train necessarily subtracts a lot from the time available to be an 
engineer. You are not allowed to train with passengers, of course. 
 
The Nevada Northern is very serious about safety; its motto, which also appears as part of its logo, is Safety 
First. Applicants for the engineer program are sent a copy of the rule book and are required to pass a written 
test prior to training on the engine. This includes knowing all the hand and whistle signals commonly used and 
the speed limits on various parts of the railroad;  such as the fact that you cannot enter the first tunnel or a 
narrow cut at more than 8 MPH, although you can increase speed once in it. Some whistle signals can have 
more than one meaning. 
 
 You must relinquish control to the engineer any time he asks. Mark 
Hughes, my supervising engineer, never asked. The supervising 
engineer takes the engine through the yard, makes the turn on the wye 
and runs the engine to the ash pit because any screw ups could cause a 
cascading set of problems.  He also decides whether it will be too 
distracting if a 4th person, which was an option, takes pictures. As the 
engineer, you cannot take pictures and you will be too busy anyway. 
Getting to Ely is not quick. Ely is on U.S. 50, which has been accurately 
described as the loneliest road in the country. When leaving Ely headed 
west, the next gas is 178 miles away. We were already in Denver, so we 
drove, breaking  up the trip once each way because of the distance. If 
you fly into Salt Lake City or Las Vegas, it is about a four to five-hour 
drive. That also means you will spend the night in Ely. There are plenty of 
motels. We stayed at The Jailhouse. 
 
The Nevada Northern operates in the 1930’s and 1940’s time period. 
Engineer applicants are required to wear bib overalls, a white long 
sleeved, 100 percent cotton shirt (not easy to find an inexpensive one), 
an engineer’s cap – no baseball caps are allowed – and boots and to 
have a timepiece.  I strongly suggest gloves as well. Number 93’s cab is  
                                                                                                                              Barrett the real railroader 
crowded with three people, although you are allowed to bring someone else along, for a total of four. When the 
fireman is shoveling from the engineer’s side of the tender, even with only three people, you will be standing 
just above the ladder at least partly on the floor plate between the tender and locomotive if the supervising 
engineer is in the seat. The floor plate moves both up and down and sideways. The cab is hot, especially when 
the engine is moving very slowly or stopped, and you will get dirty. Another requirement is that you have to be 
able to climb into the cap unaided. It is close to three feet from the ground beside the rail to the first step so 
that first step is a big one. 
 
Nevada Northern operations are presently confined to the area within 25 to 30 miles of Ely on three different 
lines. The railroad still owns many miles of track leading to the junction with Southern Pacific (now Union 
Pacific), but it will cost about $1 million per mile to restore all of it completely, so that will not happen without 
grants. 
Being engineer on Nevada Northern #93 was well worth the time and expense to get to Ely. It is one of those 
once in a lifetime experiences and the Nevada Northern presents you with a Certificate of Operation with a 
color photograph of the engineer you ran suitable for framing.  



 

                
 
                Barrett is the white dot.                                           Barrett: ‘I did it!” 
 

     
 
BBMRA Important Events in 2019!!   
 
Help make this calendar complete – email items to 
sammiller61113@outlook.com 
 
BBMRA Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of each month, 7:30 
p.m., Capital City Christian Church, 6115 Mahan Drive.   
 
Lionel Interest Group Operating Sessions: Sunday 
afternoons at Sam Miller’s house in Woodgate. Call 
850-459-3012 for more information.  
   
October 15, 2019: 7:30 p.m. “Third Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting. Capital City Christian Church, 6115 
Mahan Drive, near the Florida A&M agricultural facility and a little east of the Old Antique Car 
Museum. Sheldon Harrison is conducting a slide presentation on his trip to Ogden, Utah, this 
summer for the Transcontinental Railroad 150th anniversary.  
 
October 29, 2019: NMRA Workshop on Arduino Uno in Orange Park. The Northern Division of the 
NMRA Sunshine Region will hold a full-day, hands-on workshop on using an Arduino Uno to control 
light, sound, and motion aspects of a model railroad.  Available to NMRA members and non-
members. The formal program begins at 9:30, with check in available from 8:30.  $20 fee. Location:  
Island View Baptist Church’s Fellowship Hall at 900 Park Avenue in Orange Park.  Please register in 
advance for the workshop by emailing:  northerndivision.ssr@gmail.com. (If you have any problems 
with registration, contact BBMRAer Bob Feuerstein: photobob321@gmail.com)  
 
November 9, 2019: Reopening Celebration at Veterans Memorial Railroad in Bristol. The railroad will 
be running from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m and again at 6:30 p.m. At 5 p.m., there will be a fundraising dinner 
at the Liberty County Civic Center, located very near the railroad.  A band and musicians will 
provide entertainment.  There will be a silent auction of holiday decorations, jewelry and other 
donated items. 
  
November 19, 2019: 7:30 p.m. “Third Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting. Capital City Christian Church, 6115 
Mahan Drive, near the Florida A&M agricultural facility and a little east of the Old Antique Car 



Museum.  
 
November 23, 2019: TCA Southern Division Toy Train/ Christmas Show:  November 23, 2018, 
Saturday: Jacksonville, Morocco Shrine Auditorium, 3800 St. Johns Bluff Road, Jax, 32224. Open to 
the public from 10a-3p. Open to TCA members beginning at 9a.   
 
November 23, 2019, Toy & Comic Book Show, Tallahassee Shriners Club: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Shriners 
Club, 805 N Monroe Street, Tallahassee, 32303. There is something new and model train-related this 
year. Former club member Marc Beshera is setting up a LEGO train layout, with help from 
apprentice LEGO modelers Sam Miller and Doug Gyuricsko. Doug and Sam are trying out some new 
animation ideas with Marc and on his LEGO layout. If they work well, you will be seeing them again 
later. 

November 23, 2019: Tallahassee Museum of Natural History Farm Days, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Club plans 
still to be determined. 

November 24, 2019: Woodgate Lionel Open House: a Sunday, 1:30 to 4 p.m. at Sam Miller and Linda 
Medlin’s home, 3008 Stillwood Court, Woodgate in Tallahassee. Sunday Lionel Group Therapy folks 
are helping.    
 
December 7-8, 2019: 5th Anniversary Pensacola Railfest Model Train Show & Sale: Saturday and 
Sunday. This has been moved from the Hadji Shrine Temple to the Pensacola Interstate 
Fairgrounds, 6655 Mobile Highway, Pensacola, 32526.9 to 5, Saturday, 10 to 4 Sunday, Central. 
Admission $6 for adults.  
 
December 13, 2019: 6:30 p.m. BBMRA Holiday Reception, Sam Miller & Linda Medlin, Woodgate.  
 
December 21-22, 2019: Winter Tampa Model Show, Saturday & Sunday, Florida State Fairgrounds, 
Tampa, FL.  
 
December 2019: Christmas Trains, Veterans Memorial Railroad in Bristol. The Polar Express will run 
this Christmas after the one-year hiatus caused by Hurricane Michael, but details have not been 
finalized.  
 

2020  
 
January 9-11, 2020: Prototype Rails, NMRA Sunshine Region-sanctioned event. Cocoa Beach Hilton 
Oceanfront, 1550 N. Atlantic Ave. [Highway A1A], Cocoa Beach.  
 
January 11-12, 2020: 70th Florida Rail Fair, Volusia County Fairgrounds, DeLand, FL, Golden Spike 
Enterprises. Saturday, 9-4, Sunday, 10 to 3:30. 
 
January 21, 2020, 7:30 p.m.:  “Third Tuesday” BBMRA Meeting.  Capital City Christian Church, 6115 
Mahan Drive, near the Florida A&M agricultural facility and a little east of the Old Antique Car 
Museum.  
 
January 18, 2020, 58th Atlanta Model Train Show & Sale, The Infinite Energy Forum, 6400 
Sugarloaf Parkway, Duluth, GA. 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
 
January 25, 2020: Saturday, 37th Annual Children’s Day, Museum of Florida History, Capitol 
Complex; HO, T-Traks, Brand New Switching Layout!! and O Gauge Disney II and Thomas.   
 
June 27, 2020: a Saturday, the 29th Annual Tallahassee Model Railroad Show & Sale. Leon County 
Fairgrounds. Set-up is Friday, June 26. Consistent with BBMRA’s past practices, the June 2020 club 
meeting, presumably, will be moved to the fourth Tuesday, June 23, for last-minute planning.  



 
Big Bend Model Railroad Association 

Minutes for Meeting of September 17, 2019 
President Andy Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:38 p.m. at the Capital City Christian Church, 6115 
Mahan Drive. The meeting was well attended with the typical attendance of approximately 30 folks present. 
Andy gently reminded persons who owe dues to pay up. 
 
Minutes – The minutes from the July meeting were accepted and passed without objection. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – The club is solvent. In keeping with club policy, detailed financial numbers are not 
published in the Lantern. Should a club member require the details, they are available upon request from paid 
members. Twenty percent of the net funds from the Train Show were allocated to the John Sullenberger 
Memorial fund as discussed and agreed to at the past meeting. Andy mentioned that a lady, Deborah Anne 
Corkhill, donated funds to the memorial fund. Check recording Treasurer’s report accepted and approved 
without objection. 
 
Division Reports 
 
HO – Phil Weston, The large radius modules were taken to the meeting to test how long and large HO scale 
power and rolling stock perform on the curves. There was nothing much else to add. 
 
Small Scale – Nothing to report on small scale as Garth Easton just returned from a trip and was not in 
attendance. 
 
Large Scale –  Doug G mentioned Sam Miller’s Maintenance of Way feature in the Lantern on layout building 
or expansion projects by members and encouraged club participation. Sam would not be in attendance at the 
weekly Sunday get together on the following Sunday  as he would be in Dothan. Joe Haley mentioned a 
Chicago layout that is a unique Q scale setup. 
 
Switching Layout – Joe had nothing to add on this. 
 
Good of the Group – Doug mentioned the TCA (Train Collectors Association) convention in Jacksonville next 
year June. Andy then mentioned the N-Scale also scheduled for next June, 2020. Joe asked if there was any 
thought as to what to do with infrastructure and equipment at the Car Museum? One idea mulled was to sell it 
to Devoe Moore! There was a brief discussion but no concrete plans resulted. 
 
The Sykes Power and Light division is now open for business. John Sykes had some samples to illustrate his 
work. The plan is to have N-Scale products done first. 
 
There was one new visitor, Lou Sobers, in attendance. He has no specific scale preference. Another infrequent 
visitor – Frank Corrado- was also in attendance. He is based in Central Florida but works up in the Big Bend 
region. Deborah Corkhill, the lady who donated the money to the memorial fund, also donated some HO 
equipment to the club. John Sykes mentioned that he will be test marketing his HO poles and seeks club input. 

Submitted by Secretary Sheldon Harrison. 

 
 
The LANTERN” is the official publication of the BIG BEND MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION, INC. and is 
published monthly just prior to each regularly scheduled meeting.  Subscriptions are included in all members’ 
dues.  Submit materials to Lantern Editor Sam Miller at sammiller61113@outlook.com 

 


