June 2021

Volume 26 Number 6

“We’re Sold Out!” for June 26-27 Show; More than two Dozen Vendors and a Dozen
Operating Layouts
From Sam Miller:
“We’re sold out!” BBMRA President/Show Coordinator Andy Zimmerman had to tell a model train vendor from
Jacksonville last week. Some two dozen modeling and railfanning enterprises have reserved 160 tables in two
Northwest Florida Fairground buildings for the 30th Anniversary Show & Sale June 26-27. Also firmed up are more
than a dozen operating layouts from Garden Railroad to miniscule T, including one of the largest N Scale T-Trak
setups in the South, with participation from modeling clubs in five states.
BBMRA was forced to cancel the 2020 show because of the Covid pandemic. Andy and other club officials decided to
roll the dice and schedule a two-day show this year to make up and celebrate 30 years of bringing modelers from the
Southeastern United States together, and that gamble is looking like a winner so far.
“Many vendors were kind of holding back. They were worried about
the mask mandates and the prospect of people having to wear a
mask for eight hours,” Andy says. “When everything seemed to
begin to go in our favor, people said, ‘We’re coming.’ People have
told me they are glad we are having the show in Florida, which
seems to have been less restrictive, with people able to move out
and about freely that in many other states.”

Kids love trains – from the 2019 show.

Not that Covid is not still something to be taken seriously, but
Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia recently relaxed their mask
mandates and CDC guidelines have continued to evolve. Smaller

train shows have been opening throughout Florida and the Southern
region and the Leon County Fairgrounds has recently hosted large
gun & knife and dog shows without major Covid-related problems.
The county and city mask mandates have been repealed, but many folks will still want to wear their masks indoors.
“It is really up to each person,” Andy says. Many of the club’s older members may not be comfortable getting into a
crowd, but we need as many BBMRA members as possible to ensure that the many tasks involved in actually carrying
out the show get done.” The fairgrounds are located at the intersection of South Monroe St. and Paul Russell Road.

Ticket Booth, Vendor Help Volunteers Still Needed,
But Club is Stepping up
From BBMRA Vice President Stacey Elliott

Andy Millott and I got an early start talking to people about working
the ticket booth this year and a lot of club members stepped up to
work one-hour shifts. We still have three shifts on Sunday, June 27,
with only one person so far and we would like to find partners for
these shifts. So far the club has really stepped up to staff the ticket
booth and all of us are grateful for that since collecting money may be the most important aspect of this show!
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Now we really need people to step up on Friday, June 25, to help with setup and on Sunday for breakdown. If you can
be there Friday morning at 8 a.m. and Sunday afternoon, that would be very helpful. As always, helping the vendors
move their products in on Friday and out on Sunday is something that sets our show apart from others and makes
the venders more likely to come back next year.
Contact me at: staceyel@msn.com

June 18, 7:30 p.m., “Third Tuesday” Zoom Meeting – Rapido Trains
Rapido Trains is our program for Tuesday, as well as continued discussion of the upcoming show. BBMRA
meetings are through Zoom and on the first and third Tuesday of each month. Trivia or other special
programs are the first Tuesday. The regular meeting is on the third Tuesday.
BBMRA Zoom: Go to Zoom Program or Internet site and use these codes.
Meeting ID: 873 5905 5848, Password:162465

Our Show by the Numbers: BBMRA 30th Annual Model Train Show and Sale
The Big Bend Model Railroad Association (BBMRA) is hosting its 30th Annual Model Railroad Show and Sale at the
North Florida Fairgrounds, 441 Paul Russell Road, Tallahassee, FL 32301 at the corner of Paul Russell Road and South
Monroe Street, on June 26 & 27, 2021. The times are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, June 26, and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Sunday, June 27, 2021
Show Details- In honor of the 30th anniversary, BBMRA will host a two-day event and it will be housed in two of the
exhibition buildings totaling 24,000 square feet of train show offerings. More Vendors, More table
displays, More tables, and More layouts than ever before! We increased our square footage to bring you the
absolute best the area has to offer in Model Railroading.
New and used items from “G” scale to “Z;” products from LGB, Aristocraft, Lionel, American Flyer, Atlas, Kato, ConCor, Life-Like, and much, much more. This will be an outstanding event!
This year the show will feature T-Trak layouts, some as large as 40 feet long. Various T-Trak modules designed and
built by members will be on display. The T-Trak aficionados from various clubs interacted to form an alliance to
promote T-Trak modeling. Modules from other train clubs will be featured this year.
Experts on model train design, layout, equipment, and construction will be on hand, along with vendors featuring a
wide range of trains and other model railroad items.
Admission-: Adults & Children 13 and over $10 for the two-day event. Scouts in Uniform as well as Children 12 and
under are free.
Parking- Free day parking will be available. Food vendors will be present. RV Overnight Parking is available for a
charge. Please contact Andy Zimmerman for rates and confirmation of space.

BBMRA HO Division T-TRAK Show Layout 2021
From Phil Weston, HO Coordinator

This year’s HO Division T-TRAK show layout has a footprint of 29' x 22' comprised of 39 modules which have been
built by 10 HO Division members. The layout has 3 junction modules allowing 3 loops of track including a 121' outer
loop, 75' left inside loop a 70' right inside loop and a two-double module industrial switching area. There is a total of
266' of running track on the layout.
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This layout is powered by 3 NCE Procabs and an SB5 Smart Booster.
The Division members will begin setting up the show layout on Friday June 25 at 9:00 AM. Phil plans to be there
about 8:15 AM so if you need to drop off your modules, he will be available to assist.
We’re expecting a great show event and hope to see you there!

Call Out to N Scalers
From Andy Zimmerman
This is a call out to all N scalers. We need you at the fairgrounds Thursday, June 24, at 3:30 p.m. We need help setting
up the N Scale layout and the T-Trak!

Large-Scale Folks to be Hustling the Next Two Weeks

From Large scale Coordinator Sam Miller:

The Fairgrounds show is only about two weeks away. Come to one of the next two Sunday sessions if you can
because we are getting our last-minute ducks in order and doing some small projects.
We will be working almost daily on the O Gauge T-Traks the week before the show, beginning Monday, June 21, at 10
a.m. at my house. Sometime just before then, Sal Martocci will move the trailer from Jack Herzog’s to my house in
Woodgate, where it will stay until Friday, the 25th, when we will set up at the Leon County Fairgrounds. Bring
modules and inserts if you still have them at your home to my house. We need everything for a test set-up of the TTraks that Monday and Tuesday.
Plan on meeting at the Fairgrounds Friday, June 25, at 9 a.m. We need as many of you as possible during the Friday
setup and the Saturday and Sunday show and operations, and Sunday breakdown beginning at 4 p.m. There will be a
schedule for operations of the T-Trak; email me your availability. Sammiller61113@outlook.com Of course, you can
show up, enjoy the show, and help out any time. Breakdown will be Sunday at 4 after the show ends and we will
need a lot of help for that.
The Large-Scale Division also is operating Live Steam headed by Sal, a Garden Railroad with Ron and Karla Fletcher
and Barbara Donner, the O Gauge Disney Layout and Randy Lombardo’s Thomas layout.

NMRA SSR Workshop Set for BBMRA Show; T-Traks, Other Modeling to Earn AP Points
From Bob Feuerstein of our club. Bob is NMRA Sunshine Region Northern Division Superintendent.
The Sunshine Region Northern Division June 2021 Workshop is being held June 26 at the Leon County Fairgrounds
during the Big Bend Model Railroad Association’s Train Show and Sale. Thank you, BBMRA for generously supplying
the space to hold our workshop. The show is a tremendous opportunity for NMRA members to earn the Golden
Spike Achievement Award and work toward awards leading to Master Model Railroader, including Association
Volunteer.
Golden Spike: If you are bringing a T-Trak module or another layout module to be operated at the show, it can be
judged for the Golden Spike Achievement Award. Contact me at photobob321@gmail.com if you want Ken Hoot,
Northern Division AP Chair, to judge your work. I need to know by June 19, so Ken can bring enough Awards
Certificates.
Association Volunteer Award: If you are helping as a volunteer in the BBMRA show, you can earn points for the AP
Association Volunteer Award. Volunteer points can be assigned to Individuals who participate in modular layouts in
conjunction with NMRA Divisions or at NMRA events. Credit can be earned for each day the event is open. I need
to know by June 19, 2021, if you believe you will be qualifying, so Ken can bring enough of the appropriate
paperwork.
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There is a third opportunity for AP credit. You can bring buildings, rolling stock and other items for judging during the
workshop for points leading to other AP awards and, ultimately, Master Model Railroader.
The SSR Northern Division workshop is Saturday, June 26, in Fairgrounds Building 2 in a special room in the very back,
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. There will be an AP Awards Presentation, and two clinics, “How to buy and sell trains by Sam
Miller of Sam’s Trains, LLC in Tallahassee; and Getting to AP, being put on by Ken Hoot and former ND
Superintendent Richard Segall. The Tallahassee/ North Florida Fairgrounds are at 441 Paul Russell Road, Tallahassee,
FL 32301, which is at the corner of Paul Russell Road and South Monroe Street.
Earn Points for the Golden Spike Achievement Award and get a Jump Start Toward MMR distinction.
Bring HO Train Layouts and T Track Train Layouts to the show for your Golden Spike judging.
Just keep it simple for rolling stock. A simple load could be put on as freight in a Gondola car by using straws {drinking
type} for a pipe load. For example, by itself, a freight car kit straight out of the box is not enough to qualify for Golden
Spike. However, by painting and decorating it, adding a little detailing, perhaps some weathering, etc., you will have
a qualifying model in no time!
Construction of a minimum of eight (8) square feet of the layout is required. Again, there is no requirement about
how good or how elaborate your layout must be - just that you must "construct" it. On the other hand, you may have
trouble convincing someone that a loop of track nailed to a piece of green painted wood constitutes a "layout.”
How much is 8 square feet of layout? Well, a typical module is 4 feet by 2 feet and would quickly satisfy this
requirement.
An N Scale layout on a wall that is 10 feet by 2 feet = twenty sq feet; 4 feet by 8 feet is equal to 32 square feet. So on
and so on. This simple math goes for any scale, including HO or ON30.
Remember that "Structures" are not just buildings. Things like bridges and trestles also fall into this category.
All installed track must be correctly wired so that two trains can be operated simultaneously (e.g., the double track
main, single-track main with sidings, and block or command control).
On lighting structures keep it simple - a light bulb and a battery could be used for a building.
Go to these two links to make sure you will qualify for this award:
Qualification Checklist Link: https://www.nmra.org/golden-spike-award
Form Link: https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/2006-golden-spike.pdf

Pay Your 2021-22 Dues at June 26-27 Show or by PayPal
BBMRA dues must be renewed by late summer and an easy way to do that is to find Treasurer Drew Hackmeyer
during the 30th Annual Show & Sale at the Fairgrounds. Drew will be at the membership table in the front of Building
2 and also out and about during the show. He requests that the $20 in dues for 2021-22 be in a personal check with
your name and address on it, if possible. But a $20 bill would be fine a well.
Drew and other BBMRAers will be welcoming new members during the show as well and the event has become our
single best recruiting tool over the years.
The BBMRA now has the option for new and current members to pay their dues online by using the PayPal link on the
BBMRA.ORG website. It is under the Membership menu item. When you select the PayPal button you will get the
option to use your PayPal account if you have one or use a credit/debit card. The dues are $21 using this method.
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BBMRA dues are $20 a year and must be paid by July 30, under club bylaws. Over the years, however, we have not
considered dues delinquent until the end of August, BBMRA President Andy Zimmerman says.

2021 Show Vendors
Here are vendors who have registered for the June 26-27 show. More than 160 tables have been reserved and we
are sold out!
A Zoo Stuffed by You, Daryl Gunter, Tallahassee, two tables. Kids make their own stuffed animal toys.
All About Toy Trains, Richard Adelberg, Melbourne, six tables. Richard sold at our 2019 show and is a regular at
most Florida train shows, including Jacksonville and Tampa. He sells all scales of used merchandise.
Lloyd Baldwin, Branford, FL, one table. Used HO. A new vendor.
Big Creek Hobbies, Cumming, GA, seven tables. N and HO trains and accessories. Spyro was at our show the last time.
Henry “Pell” Brown, Mobile, Al., two tables. “I have toy trains to sell, Pre- and Post- war Lionel, American Flyer and
HO,” Pell says. “I will also have railroad and steamship memorabilia (silver, china, and paper).” This is Pell’s first
Tallahassee event.
Peter Buranich, one table. Sells new and used N Scale.
Wes Corscia, Tampa, 12 tables. HO and O used items. One of our larger regular vendors.
Ed’s Boxcar, Opelika, AL, three tables. N and HO, new and used. ED has been with us a long time.
Ron Frederick, Tallahassee, two tables. Used Lionel and O Gauge. Ron is local and has been at several earlier friends.
He and the late Sim Dekle were good friends.
Jason Hardee, Lake City, one table. Various used modeling items.
JB&B Model Railroad, Steve Decker, eight tables. Steve specializes in scenicking (on a professional level) and he also
sells new and used trains, scenic materials and structures. He is conducting two workshops on scenicking and
other scenic related styles and products.
JLD Trains, Atlanta, four tables. Jonathan sells and repairs Lionel engines and rolling stock. He has a good supply of
Lionel parts. He has appeared in our shows in the past.
Howard Douglas Johnson, Westville, Fla., four tables. O/O-27, Christmas Village, toys for smaller children. Pretty sure
he is a new Tallahassee vendor.
Kettel’s Toy Emporium, Dahlonega, GA, four tables: Bob Kettel has die-cast airplanes, some vintage O Gauge and
usually some Mr. Christmas carnival rides.
Chris Leone, three tables. Exclusively 0 Gauge (Lionel, MTH, Rail King, Williams, Weaver). New vendor.
Chris Lucibello, Tampa: American Flyers trains, five tables. Chris is a longtime vendor at our show.
Memory Station, Lewis Collier, Watkinsville, GA, eight tables. Lewis is a regular with us and a vendor at most train
shows in the South. He sells Lionel, MTH and other O Gauge.
Sam Miller, Tallahassee/George Allen, Eastpoint, seven tables. George has vintage Lionel O Gauge. Sam has some O,
but mainly used HO trains and accessories. This year, for the first time, Sam will also be selling factory-new
Bachman HO items.
Model Train Technology, Orlando, Jim Lewis, two tables. Jim was the program at our Zoom meetings this spring.
Mohawk Design – railroading t- shirts, North Carolina. Porky and Aven Bacon sold railroading t-shirts, caps and
similar products at the BBMRA show for years, but they retired in 2020. This left a significant gap in products
available for the show and sale and it has been filed by Mohawk Design from North Carolina. Dal Cook of
Mohawk has signed up for 12 tables, making him one of the largest vendors at the June 25-26 event.
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Motrak Models, Jeff Adams, Martinsville, VA, four tables. Laser cut structure kits in multiple scales and detail items.
Jeff is going to be the program for the July BBMRA meeting.
Jason Mueller, Baton Rouge, LA, two tables. Diecast an Lionel and G-scale/O27
Charles Murray, Lake City. Four tables. Various used items. He has been at our show in the past.
North Central Florida Model Railroad, Jack Woehrle, two tables. New to our show.
Joe Ray, Wilsonville, AL: All scales, new and used, 10 tables. Joe is a regular at the Tallahassee show and other area
shows.
Lloyd Robinson, Lake City, one table. New vendor.
John Royal, Venice, FL, three tables. New and used American Flyer S Gauge.
Rob Sagona, two tables, O Gauge. New to our show.
Allen Scott, Lake City, one table, HO Scale
Bill Shaw, Rincon, GA, five tables. Bill will be attending his first Tallahassee show. He has used and vintage
merchandise of all scales. He also will be conducting workshops at his set-up.
Yale Skipworth, Yazoo Ship and Model Company, Okolona, MS, 10 tables. Yale is attending his first Tallahassee show;
the beginning, we think, of a long friendship.
Todd Tait, HO, Hahira, GA, two tables. HO and N Scale used items. Todd also is one of the Georgia, Alabama, Florida N
Scale T-Trak group.
Tuckers Train Supply, Pensacola, 10 tables. Terry Tucker’s new merchandise of most scales has helped anchor the
Tallahassee Show and Sale for years.
Jerry Wise, Tallahassee, one table. Used Garden Railroad.
Larry Weigel, Homestead, four tables. Used HO and N. Larry has been selling with us for a long time. He also is active
in NMRA Sunshine Region shows.

Operating Layouts & Exhibitors
LARGE SCALE

BBMRA Live Steam, Sal Martocci
O Scale T-Traks, BBMRA Large Scale Division
Disney - O Gauge, Sam Miller
Garden Railroad, Ron & Karla Fletcher, Barbara Donner
Randy Lombardo’s Thomas the Tank Engine (O Gauge), three tables. Same as before.

SMALL SCALE

T-Trak N Scale
Coordinated by Bruce Arbo, National T-Trak Coordinator for the National T-Trak Layout, from Daphne, AL,
and Andy Zimmerman. BBMRA is participating along with the GS&F (Georgia), N.E. Florida T-Trak,
Conecuh Valley T-Trak and PMRC, and individuals from Athens, GA.

BBMRA N Scale Layout
T-Trak Z Scale – Garth Easton and Gary Austin.
T-Trak T Scale – Garth Easton.
N Scale Pensacola, traveling layout headed up by Stuart Deniston.
Jamie Valdez, Albany, GA, N-Scale layout.

HO SCALE

BBMRA HO T-Traks, Phil Weston and the clubs HO Division.
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EXHIBITORS

NMRA Sunshine Region, Jeffrey Guzowski and Jim Robertson.
West Florida Railroad Museum, Milton. Ed Dice.
NRHA, Gulf Winds Chapter, Tallahassee.

BBMRA Returns to Cap City Christian Meetings July 20; with Zoom Option
BBMRA will return to in person meetings at Capital City Christian Church beginning July 20 for members who have
received the COVID vaccine. Folks unable to attend in person can participate through Zoom, notes club President
Andy Zimmerman. Zoom participation likely will become a permanent option, although some technical details must
still be worked out, he says.
July’s program will be a presentation by Jeff Adams of Motrak Models in Martinsville, VA. Motrak, a vendor at our
June show, produces laser cut structure kits in multiple scales and detail items.

BBMRA Important Events in 2021!!
BBMRA meetings are still through Zoom and on the first and third Tuesday of each month. Trivia or other
special programs are the first Tuesday. The regular meeting is on the third Tuesday.
BBMRA Zoom: Go to Zoom Program or Internet site and use these codes.
Meeting ID: 873 5905 5848, Password:162465
Lionel Interest Group Operating Sessions: Sunday afternoons at Sam Miller’s house in Woodgate. Only if weather
permits for staying outside and socially distanced. Call 850-459-3012 for more information.
June 26-27, 2021: 30th Annual Tallahassee Model Train Show & Sale, North Florida Fairgrounds, Tallahassee. Set-up is
Friday, June 25. https://www.facebook.com/events/745873359647741
July 10, 2021: One-Florida Rail Fair, Golden Spike Enterprises, Volusia County Fairgrounds, Deland, FL.
http://www.gserr.com/shows.htm
September 18-19, 2021: Wiregrass Annual Model Railroad Show & Sale, National Peanut Festival and Fairgrounds,
Dothan, AL.
December 4-5, 2021: 2021 Pensacola Railfest Model Train Show & Sale, Pensacola Interstate Fairgrounds, Building 1,
6655 Mobile Highway, Pensacola, 32526.

Billboard Reefers out of the Past
By: Neal Meadows, Ed.D.
I have this Mrs. Tucker’s Shortening car in N Scale. The model is part of the 12 car Farm-To-Table Series offered by
Micro-Trains Line. The car was offered in N & Z Scales in 2019. The other models shown are by MTH and Atlas “O”
Scale. Those cars are very much the same but with different road numbers. The last photo is one of the original
refrigerator cars of the Mrs. Tucker’s fleet from the 1920s and 1930s..
This car was also sold in Z Scale. MTL Stock # 518
00 760 was released July 2019 and sold for
$27.95.
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Farm -to- Table Reefer Series
Built in the 1020s, this car was owned by North
American Dispatch and was decorated to
advertise “Mrs. Tucker’s Shortening.” North
American Dispatch was founded in the early
1900s and was headquartered in Chicago, Illinois,
primarily leasing tank cars and refrigerator cars.
This N Scale model was sold by the Micro-Trains
Line Stock # 058 00 470 Road # NADX 2649. This
was a 36’ Wood Ice Reefer. The selling price was
$27.95 and was released in 2019 as part of the 12
car Farm-To-Table Reefer Series
This model is by MTH Electric Trains. MTH 2094423 Mrs. Tucker’s Shortening 36 ft Wood Ice
Reefer, Road # ICOX 102. Current price $58.99.

Atlas Steam Era Classics – “O” Scale 36’ Woodside
Ice Refrigerator Car.
Item #8020-2 Mrs. Tucker’s - #ICOX 101. Price
today is $99.99. This car also came in Item #80201 Road #ICOX 100

In the World War I Era the North American Car
Company purchased several hundred 36’ 30-ton
refrigerator cars with truss rod underframes,
steel draft sills, and arch bar trucks. They were
used through the 1920s. In 1925 this car, along
with others, were leased to Mrs. Tucker’s
through the leasing subsidiary North American
Despatch. It has road # NADX 2649.
Billboard Refrigerator Cars, Hendrickson &
Kaminski, 2009 – Page 46.

This newspaper article appeared in the Denison Daily Herald in 1938 celebrating 25 years of
operation in Sherman, Texas.
MRS. TUCKER PLANT HAS 25th BIRTHDAY.
Denison Daily Herald - July 27, 1938
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Mrs. Tucker and the Denison Herald, neighbors for twenty-five years, have helped to build and advertise the
Southwest, and are both celebrating anniversaries this year. While the Herald celebrates its golden year – with fifty
years of service to North Texas and Southern Oklahoma – Mrs. Tucker, in Sherman, celebrates her silver anniversary.
Mrs. Tucker’s shortening was first placed on the market in 1913 when kitchen work was mostly drudgery; and, during
the last quarter of a century, this everimproved shortening has played a large part in
helping this section create a better market for
its products, and in making cooking more
certain and enjoyable.
Mrs. Tucker’s shortening was the first to carry
on it containers “Made Exclusively From Choice
Cotton Seed Oil,” and her policy of making only
a pure, vegetable product has meant much to
digestion and health in the Southwest. When
housewives showed a preference for
shortening in cartons of . . .economy, Mrs.
Tucker pioneered and developed air-tight inner
seals of cellophane, which has made her
product known as the "Shortening with the
Silver Lining."
After a quarter of a century of laboratory testing and control, Mrs. Tucker's shortening continues to fill homes with
more smiles of cooking and eating satisfaction.
As a feature of the twenty-fifth anniversary, Mrs. Tucker is offering a four-pound
carton of her shortening for 25c if it is paid for
with a 1913 quarter, the year in which she
started business. Mrs. Tucker also is
offering beautiful, silver-plated spoons on
which her kindly face is embossed, which are
guaranteed for a lifetime of service.
These two neighbors join hands - The Herald in
Denison and Mrs. Tucker in Sherman - in a
friendly spirit to continue their good work for
the Red River section and the entire Southwest.

Railroads of Sherman

This section is a brief history of the railroads that served Sherman and Denison Texas. Mrs. Tucker’s Shortening
utilized the railroads to ship product to buyers everywhere. By 1925 over 1200 refrigerated cars of shortening were
shipped annually. Some of the same railroads served Jacksonville, Illinois where the new plant was opened in 1953.
Crossing of the Texas & Pacific Railway, the Houston & Texas Central Railroad, and the St. Louis - San Francisco
Railroad
Sherman was an early settlement in Texas, chosen for its location near the center of the newly authorized Grayson
County in 1846. The Houston & Texas Central (H&TC) Railway arrived from the south in 1872 as it built from Dallas
through Sherman, heading for the Red River several miles further north. That same year, the Missouri-Kansas-Texas
(MKT, "Katy") Railroad bridged the Red River and built five miles south to the newly founded town of Denison
(named for a Katy vice president), providing rail connections to St. Louis and beyond. This was a boon to the
economy of both Denison and Sherman, and they grew rapidly. In 1890, the Katy built their own tracks from Denison
to Sherman under a plan to build south to Dallas. As was Katy's practice, this was done under the charter of a new
railroad, the Sherman, Denison & Dallas Railway, which the Katy then acquired when construction was complete (but
the line was never extended to Dallas.)
9
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In 1873, the Texas & Pacific (T&P) Railway built 54 miles from Sherman to Brookston, the initial segment of an
east/west line that was completed into Texarkana in 1876. This construction arose from a route strategy that had
been established many years earlier by the Texas Legislature when it created charters for the predecessor companies
acquired by the T&P. Those charters called for two parallel routes from Texarkana to Ft. Worth consisting of a
southern route south to Marshall and then east to Ft. Worth, and a northern route paralleling the Red River to
Grayson County, and from there southwest to Ft. Worth. From Ft. Worth, a single line would then be built to El Paso.
Continuing with this plan, the T&P built a Sherman-Ft. Worth line in 1880.
In 1880, the T&P was controlled by railroad baron Jay Gould who also controlled the Katy. A year earlier, the Katy had
built (under the newly chartered Denison & Pacific Railroad) a line west from Denison to Gainesville that passed
through Whitesboro, about 17 miles due west of Sherman. Gould directed that T&P's route from Sherman to Ft.
Worth would proceed west to Whitesboro and then south to Ft. Worth. A T&P/Katy connection was established in
Whitesboro effectively creating a direct route between Denison and Ft. Worth for the Katy. Gould quickly sold Ft.
Worth trackage rights to the Katy to support this connection. The line passed through the town of Denton, north of
Dallas, which Gould saw as a connecting point for service to Dallas (the T&P, of course, already served Dallas with its
main east/west line from Texarkana via Marshall.) Under T&P ownership, Gould bought the bankrupt Dallas &
Wichita Railway and extended it 17 miles north to Denton. The T&P then sold this Dallas-Denton line to the Katy in
December 1881, giving the Katy its own route between Denison and Dallas via Whitesboro and Denton.
In the late 1880s, Gould's control over the Katy lapsed and the Katy's Texas holdings were then consolidated under
the newly chartered "Missouri-Kansas-Texas of Texas Railroad" in 1891. The T&P and the Katy continued sharing the
expense of maintaining the Whitesboro-Ft. Worth line, an arrangement that lasted for decades until both were
consolidated under common Union Pacific (UP) ownership, but elsewhere they were competitors. This appears to
have motivated the T&P to construct their own line to Denison from Sherman, which they did in 1896 under the
charter of the Denison & Pacific Suburban Railroad. The tracks went eight miles north to Denison departing from the
T&P main line three miles east of Sherman.
In 1886, the St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas (SLA&T) Railway took over the bankrupt Texas & St. Louis Railway and
converted its tracks from narrow gauge to standard gauge. The SLA&T's primary route ran from Texarkana to Mt.
Pleasant, then southwest to Tyler, Waco and beyond. To capitalize on the burgeoning rail activity at Sherman, the
SLA&T built 109 miles from Mt. Pleasant to Sherman in 1887. The main line connection at Mt. Pleasant gave the
SLA&T a direct route between Sherman and Texarkana that essentially paralleled T&P's line. Financial problems
ensued, and by 1891, the SLA&T had gone through receivership and been acquired by the St. Louis Southwestern
(SSW, "Cotton Belt") Railway.
The last major railroad to enter Sherman was the St. Louis
San Francisco ("Frisco") Railway. The Frisco had routes
throughout Indian Territory (Oklahoma) and its General
Manager (as of 1897), B. F. Yoakum, decided to enter the
north Texas market as part of a larger plan to exchange
traffic with other railroads he controlled in south Texas.
With an agreement to share the Katy bridge over the Red
River, Frisco built five miles from the bridge to Denison,
where they were able to negotiate a trackage rights
agreement with the H&TC between Denison and
Sherman. A Frisco-sponsored railroad, the Red River,
Texas & Southern Railway, was then chartered to build
from Sherman to Ft. Worth. Construction southwest from
Sherman stopped in 1902 at Carrollton in north Dallas
County because trackage rights on an existing Cotton Belt
line from Carrollton to Ft. Worth were available. In 1908,
another Yoakum railroad, the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific, built an 11-mile connector from Irving, on Rock
10
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Island's east/west line between Ft. Worth and Dallas, north to Carrollton, giving the Frisco "Yoakum-controlled"
connections to Dallas and Ft. Worth.
By the early 1900s, Sherman was served by five major railroads: 1) the H&TC, which had become a component of
Southern Pacific's (SP) extensive route system in Texas and the West; 2) the Katy, which had service to St. Louis to
complement its large network in Texas serving Dallas, Houston, Galveston, Waco and San Antonio; 3) the T&P, which
operated two routes from Texarkana to Ft. Worth, and from there to El Paso; 4) the Cotton Belt, which radiated out
from Texarkana to Sherman, Tyler, Waco, Dallas and Ft. Worth; and 5) the Frisco, which had a significant route
network in Oklahoma and Texas, and complementary operations elsewhere in Texas controlled by B. F. Yoakum.

This article features the opening of the new plant in Jacksonville, Illinois in 1953
Process and Progress: Food plant Touted as World's
Largest Greg Olson, golson@civitasmedia.com
Aug. 3, 2015, Updated: Feb. 9, 2018 11:09 a.m.
An estimated 10,000 people, including Illinois Gov. William
Stratton and Texas Attorney General John Ben Shepperd,
attended the formal dedication of the Mrs. Tucker’s Foods
plant in Jacksonville 62 years ago this month.
The 1953 celebration not only officially opened the new
vegetable oil processing plant but observed Mrs. Tucker’s
Foods Inc.’s 40th anniversary. The Texas-based company was
a pioneer in the manufacture of vegetable oil food products.
In early 1952, Mrs. Tucker’s Foods merged with Anderson,
Clayton & Co., a worldwide cotton merchandiser.
Jacksonville civic leaders, politicians and plant officials went all out in dedicating the multimillion-dollar plant, which
was one of the largest of its kind in the world in 1953.
The grand opening did not coincide with the actual startup of the plant, though,
which occurred in February 1953 when the production of shortening began. And by
the time of the plant’s dedication, 140 people were already working there,
according to 1953 newspaper reports.
The Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce helped arrange the dedication festivities
and provide the hospitality for its out-of-town guests. Signs saying, “Welcome
Texans” and showing a waving cowboy were attached to utility poles around the
public square.
Local car dealerships brought in custom-built convertibles in which to carry dignitaries
around Jacksonville. The honored guests were shown city landmarks during a
motorcade around town on the morning of the grand opening.
That afternoon, several local, state and company officials gave speeches from a stage
in front of the new plant.
Lamar Fleming Jr., president of Anderson, Clayton & Co., spoke of the founding of Mrs.
Tucker’s Foods in north Texas in 1913 and praised the people of Jacksonville. “Mrs.
Tucker’s will give honest and efficient service to the public,” Fleming said. “There is no
greater inspiration than the help and kindness your community has given us.”
Stratton followed the Texas industrialist in welcoming the new industry and visitors.
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“It is heartening to see what can be accomplished by cooperation,” Stratton said. “Illinois has the finest skilled labor,
the finest cooperation between management and labor. This plant stands as a tribute to industrial enterprise and
civic cooperation.”
Other speakers included Shepperd; Francis Rantz, president of the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce; Jacksonville
Mayor Ernest Hoagland; and a recorded greeting from Texas Gov. Allan Shivers, who was unable to attend.
Following the 40-minute formal dedication ceremony, the plant was opened for tours. Thousands of people walked
through the plant to see the machines used to produce Mrs. Tucker’s Meadolake margarine, shortening and salad oil.
Four thousand orchids, which were flown in from Hawaii, were distributed to women touring
the plant. Adults also received packets containing a commemorative brass coin and certificates
for shortening, while children got a packet of two balloons and two suckers.
The celebration culminated with a street dance on the east side of the Jacksonville square. Jan
Garber’s Orchestra, a popular swing band of that era, furnished the music. Large crowds
gathered on the square to dance and
listen to the well-known orchestra.
Mrs. Tucker’s and Anderson, Clayton &
Co. officials said, “they had never
witnessed such a demonstration of
cordiality at the opening of an industrial
center as Jacksonville staged,” wrote
Jacksonville Courier editor Birch Ridgway.
This Way We Were story was first published Aug. 18, 2003.
Written By Greg Olson

This article describes the history of the Anderson, Clayton, and Company prior to the
purchase of Mrs. Tucker’s Shortening through the current time.
ANDERSON, CLAYTON AND COMPANY. Anderson, Clayton and Company, cotton merchants, was founded by
brothers-in-law Frank E. Anderson and William Lockhart Clayton, cotton merchants, and Monroe D. Anderson, a
banker. The partnership was established in Oklahoma City on August 1, 1904. In 1905 Benjamin Clayton, Will's
younger brother and an expert in rail and steamship transportation, joined the firm. Company headquarters moved
to Houston in 1916 to be nearer the deep-water port facilities of the Houston Ship Channel.
World War I demands for cotton enhanced the company's fortunes. As its buying and distributing organization
expanded, the firm acquired storage and compressors for American cotton handling and improved its finance and
insurance arrangements. As United States exports and banking accommodations grew, Anderson, Clayton set up
overseas distributing agents. By the mid-1920s company trading firms were operating in Europe, Egypt, India, and
China.
In the Great Depression, Farm Board price-support legislation and the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act necessitated
geographical diversification to protect the firm's interests from the uncertainties of government policy. Development
of an organization for accumulating, handling, selling, and distributing cotton abroad allowed Anderson, Clayton
ultimately to sell any nation's cotton to any nation's spinners. New South American subsidiaries were set up, and, as
cotton growing in other countries spread, the firm followed, offerings its services. At home, cottonseed-oil refineries
produced salad oils, shortenings, and cattle feed under a variety of trademarks. By 1940 Anderson, Clayton could
provide American cotton growers with service and supervision at all stages of cotton production, ginning, byproducts merchandising, and finance. Before World War II the company purchased Gulf Atlantic Warehousing to
improve its access to cotton resources and built a lab for the development of disease-resistant cottonseed.
From 1928 to 1930 and again in 1936 Anderson, Clayton and Company was investigated by the United States Senate
on charges of manipulating the market. William L. Clayton, later assistant United States secretary of state, responded
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to the charges, and no action was taken. Clayton's successful negotiations with northern investors for "Southern
delivery" to non-New York ports on cotton futures contracts altered a long-standing tradition and aided the firm.
After initial war-related setbacks Anderson, Clayton continued to sell cotton in Europe in the 1940s, avoiding conflict
by quick turnover of its supplies. To aid in the war effort, the company used its line of barges and tugs to transport
fuels, and the Long Reach Machine Works, built in 1942 to
manufacture cotton-handling machinery, was converted to
army ordnance production.
The company was incorporated in 1929 and remained
private until 1945. At that time it went public and was listed
on the New York Stock Exchange. The move allowed the M.
D. Anderson Foundation to purchase land for the Texas
Medical Center through sale of company stock. By 1945,
with 223 gins, 33 cottonseed oil plants, and 123 warehouses
worldwide, Anderson, Clayton and Company was called the
largest buyer, seller, storer, and shipper of raw cotton in the
world by Fortune Magazine. Its subsidiaries included a
marine insurance company, the barge line, bagging and
cotton-blanket mills, a Mexican loan bank, and the machine
works. After 1950 sales in the international market reached
3½ percent of all the world's production, and the
multimillion-dollar corporation came to be known as ACCO,
or the Big Store.

Picture of a bond lent out by Anderson, Clayton
& Co. Image available on the Internet and
included in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C.
Section 107.

When rayon threatened the cotton market after the war, ACCO further diversified, reducing its cotton interests by
half and adding industrials, government warehousing services, and other interests. A Foods Division was organized
after the purchase of Mrs. Tucker's Foods of Sherman, Texas, in 1952 and by 1954 ACCO sold Chiffon margarine and
Seven Seas dressing and owned some of the first consumer-product franchises in Mexico. By 1965 the company
handled approximately 15 percent of Brazilian coffee exports and a substantial quantity from other countries, as well
as cocoa exports and soybean processing.
By 1977 Anderson, Clayton and Company maintained firms or exclusive agents for cotton in over forty nations; had
expanded its Ranger trademark insurance ventures, founded in 1923, with acquisition of Pan Am Insurance in 1968
and American Founders Life in 1977; and had acquired Igloo Corporation, a producer of thermoplastic beverage
containers and ice chests. The company climaxed its shipping investments as cooperator of the first nuclear-powered
merchant ship, the Savannah.
Pruning of operations began in the 1960s, and by 1973 the firm had withdrawn from cotton merchandising
everywhere except in Brazil and Mexico and considered itself chiefly a producer of food products. In the fiscal year
1982 gross sales reached $1.9 billion and net income $55.4 million. The company employed 15,000 persons
worldwide. Anderson, Clayton, and Company became a wholly owned subsidiary of the Quaker Oats Company in
1986, when Quaker Oats purchased the Anderson Clayton stock. Some food products, notably Gaines dog food,
continued to be marketed under the name Anderson Clayton, but the company's Houston headquarters was closed,
and the stock was delisted.
Handbook of Houston – Special Projects

Mrs. Tucker’s Today
ACH Food Companies, Inc., started in Jacksonville as Mrs. Tucker's Foods in 1951 and was owned by Anderson,
Clayton & Co. In later years, the facility was owned by Quaker Oats and then the Kraft Corporation. Today it is owned
by parent company Associated British Foods. ACH Food Companies, Inc., is a major manufacturer of margarine and
shortening products and currently employs approximately 260 people.
13

2021 June BBMRA Lantern

The facility today owned by “Pactiv” was originally a branch of “Kordite” Corporation and was built in Jacksonville in
1957. The Mobil Chemical Corporation purchased the business in 1962. In 1995 the facility became Tenneco
Packaging and in 1999, Pactiv. Employing approximately 1,000 people, “Pactiv” is a major United States manufacturer
of “Hefty” products and ours is the main facility for production of Hefty ®OneZip®” food storage bags and
“Hefty®CinchSak®” garbage bags.

Interesting how the company has grown, changed owners, diversified products and is still on
the shelves to be sold as Mrs. Tucker’s Shortening after 108 years.
Part 3: The History and Operations of the Apalachicola Railroad
Neal Meadows, Ed.D.

In June’s article we look at the history of the ANRR and its association with the Port St. Joe Paper Company.
We continue with the July 1993 article from the Railroad & Railfan Magazine about the Apalachicola
Northern Railroad. Remember that we will be following up after the completion of the Railroad & Railfan
article from July 1993 with a status of the ANRR and the properties mentioned in the article along with
pictures and anecdotes from members that have hiked the rail line in recent months.
St. Joe Paper Company

In the 1920s Alfred I. du Pont (French spelling) and his brother-in-law Edward Ball began acquiring land and the other
interests that make up the holdings of the St. Joe Paper Company today. Mr. du Pont was interested in using the
native southern trees to produce paper, and for this purpose he began acquiring enormous tracts of timber in the
Florida panhandle area. By the late 1920s, a method of making paper from the types of pine trees in southern forests
had been perfected. Plans were under way to produce paper from the forest land owned by du Pont.
In a single transaction in 1933, Edward Ball purchased for du Pont: 240,000 acres of timber, a sawmill, the entire
town of Port St. Joe and five local companies, among them the Apalachicola Northern and its subsidiary, St. Joe
Telephone & Telegraph Company.
By this time, the AN was barely struggling along, running one daily mixed train each way. The physical plant and
rolling stock were in extremely poor shape. Among the five locomotives the AN owned, No.104 was a Baldwin 4-4-0
built in 1887! (The Atlantic Coast Line had wrecked AN No.100, another Baldwin 4-4-0 built in 1910, along with the
AN mail car and a coach on the passenger run between River Junction and Climax. In settlement, the ACL gave the AN
No.104, another express and mail car and a "Jim Crow" coach with a smoker section in the center. The ACL engine
had been reboilered, but it was necessary for the AN to replace the drivers. In addition, No.104 was 23 years older
than the engine it replaced. lt looks like the AN got the short end of
the deal.)
The telephone company owned twelve phones, all used by the AN.
The condition of this system is best described in a quote by Ed Ball,
"Every time a wet razorback hog leaned against one of the poles, the
line went out temporarily."
Alfred du Pont died in 1935. Edward Ball, as a trustee of the du Pont
estate, formed St. Joe Paper in 1936 and went ahead with plans to
build a paper manufacturing plant on the waterfront in Port St. Joe.
In collaboration with Mead Paper, construction of the mill began in
early 1937. The first run of paper was produced March 17, 1938.
From that day, the AN's primary business was to move raw materials and finished products for the mill at Port St. Joe.
A rebuilding and improvement program was started on the AN, and the railroad began making a steady profit for the
first time in its history.
Construction of the mill started a second period of prosperity for Port St. Joe. The town was completely rebuilt and
greatly expanded. Other industries moved in to support the mill and take advantage of the improvements to the AN.
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Also completed in February of 1938 were the new St. Joe Paper Company docks. According to Henry Drake, they
“were made of the latest type of sheet piling driven into the bay bottom”, and “the docks and wharves were capable
of loading and unloading, simultaneously, five of the largest ocean-going boats in the Gulf of Mexico trade and still
have room for a similar handling of two or more smaller and lighter draft vessels.”
In 1941, on a site just south of the paper mill, which is currently “jetty park,” the oil docks portion of the port was
built along with a large tank farm that extended from the docks to where the current Centennial Bank is now located.
Petroleum products were shipped in from the oil fields of Louisiana and Texas in large tankers and barges. The
petroleum was then pumped to Chattanooga, Tennessee, and intermediate points via an eight-inch pipeline that was
constructed during the same time the oil docks were being
built.
By 1963 the petroleum distribution center had reached its
life cycle and was therefore shut down. In the early 70′s
Hess oil purchased the facility and operated it until the mid
to late 80′s when it was then shut down permanently.
From 1938 to the early 1970′s the Port of Port St. Joe
enjoyed a brisk national and international trade. In the
1950′s, at the height of the port activity, there were ships
coming out of and going into the port on a weekly basis.
Beginning in the early 1970′s however, shipping from the
port began a steady decline and by the mid 1980′s most
shipping activity had ended.
St. Joe Lumber & Export Company was formed to harvest
the pine, hardwood and tidewater cypress in the swamps surrounding the Apalachicola River and Lake Wimico. Their
singleband mill opened on January 16, 1939. This operation grew to 30 miles of track and six locomotives. St. Joe
Lumber & Export No.11, a Baldwin 2-6-2, was donated to the city in 1955 and is on display at the Constitution
Convention State Museum in Port St. Joe.
I diverted from the 1993 article in the Railroad and Railfan magazine to provide some more information on A.I.
duPont and Edward Ball and the activities these men were involved in during the development and operations of the
St. Joe Paper Mill. This information is from an article from Funding Universe about the St. Joe Paper Company.
St. Joe Paper Company History Version 2
Alfred duPont acquired St. Joe at the bottom of the Depression and, in effect, took over a huge
collection of declining properties at extremely low prices. His initial aim was to revitalize St. Joe
and its paper industry. He began by lining the city's streets with trees, building houses and a
new business district, and improving the town's schools and playgrounds. He also pursued
construction of a new paper mill to produce newsprint. But when the market for this type of
paper appeared weak, he converted the design of the plant to produce kraft, a durable
paperboard.
In 1935, with the plant under construction as the city once again
bloomed, Alfred duPont died at the age of 71. He entrusted Ed Ball to
manage his estate, including an unusual request laid out in his will. Alfred duPont asked that
a set amount of proceeds from his assets be used to support his wife and family, and the
remainder be dedicated to the support of a new institution dedicated to the treatment of
crippled children whose conditions were curable. He made this stipulation with the
knowledge that numerous government programs and other charities already existed for the
care of incurable cases.
Alfred I. duPont
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Following these instructions, Ball and duPont's widow chartered the Nemours Foundation in 1936 and, in 1937,
began laying plans to establish the treatment facility, the Alfred I. duPont Institute. The small hospital, located in
Wilmington, opened in 1940.
After payment of $30 million in taxes, duPont's fortune totaled about $27 million. The bulk of this value came from
the estate's seven banks, not St. Joe Paper. But Ball worked diligently to complete duPont's goal of building the
company. With the paper-making operation just getting into business, the company's Apalachicola Northern
Railroad, operating only a 100-mile line between St. Joe to Chattahoochee, had bleak prospects. Worse yet, the
telephone company operated only 167 phones, and most were used by the railroad.
St. Joe Paper was incorporated in 1936 and began operations in 1938 through a joint venture with the Mead
Corporation, an Ohio company. Mead operated the company's mill under contract until 1940, when Ball exercised
the estate's option to buy out that company's interest. Ball subsequently was appointed president of St. Joe Paper.
With the nation finally emerging from the Depression, demand for packaging began to rise. In addition, corrugated
cardboard, a new paperboard product that was lighter and more economical than wooden crating, was quickly
gaining popularity. This increase in demand led St. Joe to raise its paperboard production capacity from 300 tons a
day to 400 tons.
Shipping gained special importance in 1942. With the United States involved in a two-theater war, the transportation
of war material and supplies became a high priority. St. Joe established its own corrugating facilities in 1943 and
added a second in an expanded facility in 1945.
After the war, St. Joe Paper became heavily engaged in the manufacture of corrugated shipping containers. A
corrugator began operating at Port St. Joe just as the war ended. Box plants in Houston, Texas, and South
Hackensack, New Jersey, soon came on stream until, by 1960, 20 container plants were in operation.
St. Joe Paper managed to supply its plants with wood products from land owned by the estate and additional leased
acreage. But by 1950, with the company's expansion into the Northeast and Texas, it became necessary to secure
additional timberland. To speed growth in the company's cut timber lands, St. Joe Paper established a large nursery
where millions of pine saplings were produced. These were later transplanted into the depleted forests and allowed
to grow naturally. Despite this accelerated reforestation
effort, St. Joe Paper had to purchase pulpwood from other
foresters in increasingly larger quantities.
The most immediate problem at St. Joe was the need for
water. With a projected tripling of output, the flagship plant
would require 35 million gallons of fresh water each day.
With well sources exhausted, the company was forced to dig
a canal to the Chipola River, 18 miles away. This source
crossed beneath several existing streams and the
Intracoastal Waterway using 42-inch pipes, drawing water
down to St. Joe with simple gravity.
While on a trip to Ireland in 1957, Edward Ball visited
National Board and Paper Mills, Limited, at Waterford. The
Irish company was in need of a steady supply of raw
materials and managerial and technical assistance. Ball proposed that St. Joe Paper operate the Irish plant under
contract to its owners. This arrangement was finalized in 1958. Some years later, St. Joe Paper purchased the
operation outright.
On January 1, 1961, St. Joe Paper formally acquired the Florida East Coast Railway Company, a bankrupt and
dilapidated line that ran between Jacksonville and Homestead, in extreme southern Florida. The acquisition followed
more than 20 years of constant opposition from the Atlantic Coast Line, which also sought control of the company.
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The Florida East Coast Railway was established in 1885 by Henry M. Flagler, a former partner of John D. Rockefeller.
Flagler gradually extended the railroad south from Jacksonville, laying track through the swampy wilderness to Palm
Beach. Along the line, he established a string of hotels, which became major tourist attractions for vacationing
northerners. By 1895 the line had been extended to Biscayne Bay, where the establishment of the Royal Palm Hotel
marked the birth of Miami as a resort city.
After stretching the line to Homestead in 1902, Flagler laid out a preposterous
plan to extend the line a further 127 miles, through the Florida Keys to Key
West. In addition to capitalizing on the island's tourist distinction as the
southernmost point in the United States, Flagler recognized that, unlike
Miami, Key West had a deep-water port that could serve as a center for
international commerce. In 1912, after seven years of construction, the $20
million Overseas Railway, called "Flagler's Folly," was completed. The line
crossed 75 miles of open water and marshland, including one seven-mile
stretch between two islands in the chain.
In later years, the Florida East Coast Railway built a new spur to Lake
Okeechobee, where Flagler established yet another vacation community. This
development failed miserably, however, and plunged the company into deep
financial straits. In 1931, during the Depression, Flagler's survivors were forced
to place the railroad into receivership at the bequest of nervous bond holders.
Flagler's brother-in-law William Kenan worked diligently to restore the road to
profitability. On Labor Day in 1935, however, a massive hurricane tore through
the Keys causing severe damage to the Overseas Railway. Unable to afford
repairs, Kenan sold the line from Homestead to Key West to the state of
Florida, which later converted it into a highway.
Ball closely watched the demise of the railway company. With experience in operating St. Joe Paper's own run-down
railroad, Ball simply awaited an opportunity to take over the company and have a go at turning it around. In 1941,
with approval from the duPont estate, Ball began buying up the Florida East Coast's defaulted bonds, thought to be
worthless at the time. After gaining 51 percent of the outstanding bonds, Ball could have taken control of the
company. Instead, he was challenged in federal court by Champion McDowell Davis, president of the Atlantic Coast
Line Railroad. The court battle went on for 17 years, at an estimated cost of $5 million to each Ball and Davis.
In 1959 the president of Florida East Coast announced his retirement. While the court was unwilling to turn over the
railroad to the duPont estate, Ball applied for the railroad's presidency. He succeeded, taking a salary of only $12 per
year. Ball consolidated control over the Florida East Coast slowly. First, he instituted a new accounting system that
gave him a daily view of the company's finances. Second, he updated and
mechanized maintenance practices and rationalized job functions. When St. Joe
Paper finally was granted permission to exercise its control over Florida East
Coast in 1961, Ball reduced the railroad's headcount from 3,300 to less than
2,200. These changes occurred too quickly for much of the unionized work force,
which called a strike against the railroad in 1963. The action enabled Ball to
initiate even more drastic changes with Florida East Coast, including the
elimination of money-losing passenger service.
By 1964 Ball had the railroad down to fewer than 1,000 employees. The line endured several months of sabotage and
other disruptions while the strike persisted, but the company was at long last operating profitably.
In 1966 the Congress enacted legislation, believed directed specifically at the duPont estate, which prohibited
charitable trusts from engaging in both banking and nonbanking enterprises. The duPont estate was forced to
consider divesting either its network of 30 banks or its St. Joe Paper industrial interests. The estate sold its controlling
share in the banks in 1971 and was forced in further action to completely dissolve its interests in the banks in 1973.
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Meanwhile, Ed Ball, who continued to serve as a trustee of the duPont estate, used the proceeds of the bank sales to
further pay down St. Joe Paper's debt and engage in other acquisitions. Among these was the Talisman Sugar
Company, which Ball quickly converted to mechanical processes after taking control in 1972. Four years later, the
company purchased a sugar refinery from the Borden Company.
Over the years, Ball consistently reinvested the meager earnings of the Apalachicola and Florida East Coast railroads
back into their operations. Although it took many years, Ball successfully rehabilitated both lines from veritable scrap
heaps to first class rail carriers. By 1980 the railroad had become a larger, more consistently profitable enterprise
than its parent, St. Joe Paper.
The company's tiny St. Joseph Telephone operation grew from 167 telephones into a profitable three-company
business through the acquisition of Gulf and Florala Telephone companies and an expanding economy during the
1960s and 1970s. More recently, the company has ventured into the cellular operation in partnership with Centel
and Alltel.
During the 1980s, after the passing of Ed Ball, St. Joe Paper maintained the same conservative financial policies
towards its operations. Like duPont, Ball established his own charity through the Nemours Foundation, dedicated to
the care of the crippled children of Florida. During this period, Jacob Belin and Winfred Thornton, long-time trustees
of the estate, gained positions as chair and president, respectively, of St. Joe Paper.
In March of 1990, the duPont trust sold 17 percent of St. Joe Paper's shares to the public, raising $230 million. The
sale allowed significant trading of the stock for the first time and won St. Joe a listing on the New York Stock
Exchange.
In the early 1990s, many of Florida East Coast
Industries' properties were being developed by
its wholly owned subsidiary, Gran Central
Corporation. Likewise, a large portion of St.
Joe's 1,100,000 acres of Florida and Georgia
holdings were being planned for development.
With these holdings in two of the fastest
growing states in the union (Florida ranks
number four with a population of over 12
million expected to reach nearly 16 million by
the turn of the century), St. Joe's assets are expected to appreciate in value. St. Joe's long-standing policy of
reinvesting earnings through a meager dividend payout has reflected in greater shareholder value.
The Florida East Coast railroad operations benefitted greatly from increased traffic required for rebuilding from
Hurricane Andrew in 1992. In addition, with the collapse of the Soviet Union, hopes were raised for a change in
government in Cuba and a resumption of the once highly profitable
trade with the Caribbean nation.
The paper company, the Florida East Coast system, the Alfred I.
duPont Testamentary Trust, and The Nemours Foundation now
control these interests from a new office building that was
constructed by the Florida East Coast Industries in 1988.

Next Month ANRR Passenger Service
Sam Miller & Neal Meadows hope you enjoy this issue of the
Lantern. We have had a good time getting it ready for your
viewing pleasure.
Don’t forget to go to the BBMRA 30th Annual Show & Sale on
June 26th & 27th. Be there or be square!
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Minutes for the BBMRA Meeting of May 18, 2021
President Andy Zimmerman called the meeting, held on May 18, to order via Zoom at 7:31 p.m. There were 24
participants. A noted guest present was Channing Frampton from the local news WTXL ABC27. He gave a brief
introduction of what he does, his interests etc. Channing has been developing a report on how BBMRA members
kept active during the Covid Pandemic. The report also will highlight our upcoming show.
Minutes – A motion to accept the minutes from the April meeting was forwarded by Dave Brazell and seconded by
Neal Meadows. The motion was accepted and passed without objection.
Treasurer’s Report – Drew Hackmeyer presented the report online using the WebMeeting functionality. He
mentioned that he will pay the fairgrounds expeditiously. There was then discussion again about how club
membership fees may be paid such as via PayPal or checks etc. We are still in the black and looking good. As usual,
Drew showed the paid membership list with bold font highlighting members paid up until 2022. We have 54 paid
members for 2021 with seven paid through 2022. The Treasurer’s report was moved by Stacy Elliott and seconded by
Garth Easton. The motion was passed without objection.
Division Reports
Large Scale – Sam Miller mentioned the group is getting ready for the show adding T-Trak inserts etc. He mentioned
that tribute will be paid on the layout to members who have passed on since the last show two years ago.
HO – Phil Weston mentioned the upcoming workshop to prepare for the show and otherwise stated that the group is
busy getting ready for the show. The workshop was planned for May 22 at Capital City Christian Church beginning at
9:00 a.m. He presented a junction module that includes an Interstate overpass and it is pretty impressive.
Small Scale – Garth mentioned that the group has been working many weekends on the travelling and T-Trak layouts
and that assistance would be desirable. The plan is to work every weekend to finish up everything until the show.
President Andy mentioned the logistics regarding the updated COVID requirements regarding optional masks,
sanitizer availability etc.
Switching Layout – Joe had nothing to report.
Good of the Group – Sal Martocci asked whether we are doing name tags for the show and there was then discussion
surrounding the logistics regarding entry by vendors, members etc. Sam mentioned that Doug Gyuricsko is preparing
for medical treatment for prostate cancer and asks for thoughts prayers etc. Neal asked about the new layout for the
Lantern and the consensus was that it was a welcome change and looks pretty good. He also did a brief presentation
of the new website with instructions on payment for dues via PayPal, how to join etc. Ed Schroeder then asked about
using credit cards via PayPal instead of using the linked bank account with PayPal and the consensus was that it is
better to use the linked account with all the information from linked emails, phone #s etc. Dave Brazell mentioned
that dues should be paid before the Dothan show in September for BBMRA members who typically travel there and
get free admission.
The business portion of the meeting was then concluded at 8:12 p.m. following which James Knabb did a
presentation on Railroading, Retention and Retention for model railroading.
Presented by Sheldon Harrison, Secretary
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